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T rying to locate 
our alumni across 
space and time, I 

have been looking at my 
old yearbooks. The earli-
est yearbook I have is 
from 1981, when I was in 
2nd grade. That year the 
class of 1981 gave roses 
to the class of 1992, the 
10th grade did Our Town 
and the 7th grade play 
was Moliere’s The Would-
Be Gentleman, which 
my 7th grade performed 
in 1986. I love seeing 
young, familiar faces, and remembering long-ago familiar times. It is easy to get 
caught up in those black and white photos and memories, but what I am really 
looking for are threads that connect us in our full-color, present lives. 

What is newsworthy? Even if nothing much has changed since you last sent 
news, where and who you are and what you are doing is still valuable for the 

time capsule each issue repre-
sents. Children’s ages bump up, 
and another class of alums (and 
their parents) read the class news 
and learn about your event, com-
pany, hobbies, or excursions, and 
can then join you on a local soc-
cer team or support your fledg-
ling restaurant, offer you a couch 
to sleep on or a mentorship, or 
just make a connection across 
the GMWS class generations.

If you read some interesting 
news in these pages and want 
to contact an alum, look them 

up on GMWSConnect.org! If you don’t find them, contact Lynne Wu  
(lwu@gmws.org) and she can help you get in touch.

Even with all the spreadsheets of alumni names and years, these yearbooks 
have so much useful information! As I follow the clues between yearbooks 
and the GMWS alumni database, and exploring Facebook connections, I am 
reaching out to you to help fill in the gaps so we can include all the members 
of all the classes through every grade in our alumni community. It is such 
a delight to bring new life to these yearbook images of Green Meadow 
students across the years.

You are welcome to send me your news anytime!

Jennie (Abbott) Abbingsole ’91 
magazineeditor@gmws.org
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How do we 
learn science 
and math?
The Spring 2018 issue of the 
GMWS Alumni Magazine will 
explore science education in 
Waldorf schools and among 
Waldorf alumni scientists, 
mathemeticians, engineers, 
and educators. If you have 
experience in these fields 
and would be willing to 
write a short article for our 
magazine, please contact 
magazineeditor@gmws.org 
by October 31st with your 
thoughts on the topic.  

It is an honor to introduce myself to hundreds of people who have 
engaged in an education that nurtured their individuality and 
integrity; that is equipped with intellectual and artistic skills and 

competencies to meet diverse, eclectic communities; that is willing to 
sustain curiosity, flexibility, and cooperation! Regardless of where your 
destinies have led you, I imagine some of your core values are to be 
an upright, interested, creative human being for that is the heart of 
Waldorf Education. 

It is with these same strengths and values that I begin my service 
as the fourth Administrator at Green Meadow Waldorf School. 
As a former Waldorf classroom teacher, I believe that one of the 
responsibilities of administration is to bridge the pillars that create 
and sustain a Waldorf community. For these pillars support the 
various needs of the developing child and adolescent with care and 
enthusiasm, interest and kindness. 

As Waldorf Education approaches its 100th year, we are tasked to find 
ways to articulate that Waldorf pedagogy cultivates the capacities 
known as 21st Century Skills, especially the abilities that support 
coursework and careers in STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, Math). Our cultural task is to address the existential questions 
around diversity and equity in our community and educational 
movement. A guidepost we will use to monitor our accomplishments 
will be our Strategic Plan, scheduled for completion by the end of 
2017. Some of the highlighted objectives included in this plan are 
around curriculum scope and sequence; developing the middle school 
program; assessment; media literacy and technology; and recruiting 
and developing a diverse and equitable community of teachers 
and families. We will review our organizational structure, continuing 
to refine best practices in Board governance, facilities, community 
engagement and philanthropy; and collaborate more with the 
Threefold Educational Foundation and community. With all of these 
pillars, we aim for fiscal sustainability. 

It is my goal to use our strengths—as a movement and as a 
community—to fortify our traditions and cultivate a vision that 
transposes Waldorf pedagogy for the 21st century. As alumni, you can 
all attest to the values of a Waldorf Education. You are our greatest 
advocates; you are models and stewards of an education that valued 
your nature and nurtured its uniqueness. I am truly looking forward 
to supporting this excellent mission. We have a lot of work to do to 
communicate what a wonderful and inspiring community GMWS is, 
and I believe that vision is living in each one of us. 

Sincerely,

 
 

TreeAnne McEnery 
tmcenery@gmws.org

Letter from the Green Meadow 
Waldorf School Administrator

mailto:magazineeditor@gmws.org
mailto:tmcenery@gmws.org
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L ast March, Threefold 
Educational Foundation 
and Green Meadow 

Waldorf School announced 
that Rafael (Ray) Manaças, 
longtime Executive Director 
of the Foundation, will step 
back from his position in 
2018, and that Eric Silber, 
Green Meadow’s Business 
Administrator, will succeed 
him in that role in late fall of 
this year.

A founding parent (with wife 
and longtime Green Meadow 
class teacher Bonnie) of 
the École Rudolf Steiner in 
Montreal, Ray took the helm at 
Threefold in 1989. Back then 
there was no Holder House 
dormitory, but a crumbling 
“Summer Kitchen” and 

greenhouse; relics of sum-
mer conferences past stood 
behind Main House. Brookside 
housed the Threefold offices, 
the Waldorf (now Sunbridge) 
Institute held its classes in 
the Main House dining room 
(now Threefold Café), and the 
upstairs of Main House was an 
illegal boarding house. The 
Hungry Hollow Co-op oper-
ated out of the basement of a 
Threefold residence.

Then, as now, the Threefold 
community was alive with 
projects and initiatives of all 
shapes and sizes. Community 
co-founder Charlotte Parker 
(then in her nineties) still 
often lunched with friends in 
the Main House. Up at the 
Fellowship, Paul and Ann 

Scharff were realizing their 
vision of an anthroposophical 
intentional community. Green 
Meadow was experiencing an 
era of growth led by a raft of 
dynamic young teachers and 
engaged parents.

As part of an evolving 
community dedicated to 
furthering spiritual values in 
social life through practical 
work, Threefold and Green 
Meadow are continually 
working to find their right 
relationship with each 
other. The fact that the 
Foundation’s next director is 
coming from Green Meadow 
speaks volumes about that 
relationship today. As Ray 
remarked recently, “the 
challenges are greater than 
ever—but we are better 
positioned than ever to meet 
those challenges.” F

Threefold Educational Foundation
Bill Day billday@threefold.org

Interns are the heart 
and soul of the Pfeiffer 
Center. Some find us 

straight out of school, 
others after long careers. 
Some bring a longstanding 
interest in anthroposophy or 
biodynamics. As interns, they 
learn how to farm without 
depleting the Earth—and they 
also learn who they really are 
and how they can contribute 
to the world. For many, the 
Pfeiffer Center internship is 
the start down a life-changing 
path of self-discovery.

Dylan Jones read Rudolf 
Steiner’s Agriculture Course 
while farming on California’s 
Mendocino coast, then came 

to us after a stint at Live Power 
Community Farm in Covelo, CA. 

Courtney Ryan had already 
put in a year with us when 
we gladly “took her back” 
for a second summer. 
Courtney’s lifelong love 
of horses and plants has 
served her well at the Pfeiffer 
Center. When our beloved 
draft horse, Eva, retired last 
year, it was Courtney who 
found Eva’s replacement, 
Paris. Christian Nolan was 
the Omega Institute’s full-
time gardener when he first 
heard of biodynamics. His 
quest to learn more led 
him to us. Hillary Sloss is a 
photographer turned Waldorf 
teacher who aspires to start 
up a biodynamic agrotourism 
farm. Jeffrey Boyce got the 

internship bug while taking 
our One-Year Training. 

Unlike typical farm 
apprenticeships, our 
internship balances field 
work with formal study and 
classroom time. Our interns 
are encouraged to apply 
their unique capacities and 
interests to our developing 
farm individuality. In return, 
their labor and dedication 
make possible the Pfeiffer 
Center plant sale, farm 
stand, and CSA; workshops 
and One-Year Training; and 
children’s programs like 
Neighbor to Neighbor and 
Farm and Garden Days.

Please visit  
www.pfeiffercenter.org and 
join our email list! F 

Pfeiffer Center
Bill Day billday@threefold.org

Community News
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Top: Sunbridge 
Teacher Education 
Class 
Above: Sunbridge’s 
new Admissions 
and Summer 
Series Coordinator 
Penelope-Myles 
Voss (GMWS ‘10)

Sunbridge Institute: Celebrating 50 Years of Inspiring Education
Ivy Greenstein, Director of Outreach igreenstein@sunbridge.edu

Sunbridge Institute has been a member of the Threefold community since 1986. However, 
its origins actually stretch back to August 1967, when twenty faculty members and stu-
dents gathered in Detroit, MI to mark the dedication of the Waldorf Institute, a new 

institution offering Waldorf teacher education and foundation studies. The Waldorf Institute—
which relocated to the Threefold campus in 1986, was chartered as Sunbridge College in 1991, 
and reorganized as Sunbridge Institute in 2010—would come to have an enduring effect on 
Waldorf Education, sending forth graduates to found, lead, and teach at countless Waldorf 
schools and related organizations and initiatives throughout the world.

On November 10-11, 2017, Sunbridge will mark its half-century milestone and legacy as North 
America’s oldest Waldorf teacher education institute by holding a 50th Anniversary Weekend 
Conference. This weekend conference will bring together individuals from across the Institute’s 
many decades, as well as noted educators, artists, and innovators working in a range of 
Waldorf-related fields today, to participate in a program of talks and events designed to honor 
Sunbridge’s past, explore the current state of Waldorf Education, and look ahead to the future of 
the Waldorf movement.

We welcome members and friends of the Green Meadow community to join our celebration and 
our work. To register for Sunbridge’s 50th Anniversary Weekend Conference or to learn about our 
programs and courses in Waldorf Education and teacher education, visit us at www.sunbridge.edu 
or contact Admissions and Summer Series Coordinator Penelope-Myles Voss (GMWS ’10) at  
info@sunbridge.edu. F
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Above: Plants prepared for dyeing, 
including black walnut, indigo, cochineal, 
madder, marigold, dyer’s coreopsis, dyer’s 
chamomile, onion skin, coffee, osage 
orange; top: plant-dyed yarn drying.  
Photos by Patty Urda from Applied  
Arts Cycle 9 

Fiber Arts
Kelly Minehart kelly@fibercraftstudio.org

The mission of the Fiber Craft Studio is to bring 
renewal to the realm of fiber crafts and handwork. We 
offer workshops to the public in spinning, knitting, 

plant dyeing, sewing, and felting. Adult interest in crafts 
and handwork has grown as our culture has moved toward 
virtual, mechanized and digitalized experiences. Working 
with our hands, with natural materials and natural colors, to 
make something useful and beautiful can be healing for the 
modern human being. An artistic activity requires our full 
attention, takes time (we must slow down), stimulates creative 
decision-making and contemplation; this makes possible a 
transformation of our materials and ourselves.

We also offer a 4-year, part-time training for Waldorf 
Handwork teachers in the Applied Arts Program. We began 
a new 10th cycle in July 2017. The program includes classes 
in child development, various arts and movement as well as 
basic concepts of anthroposophy and Waldorf Education. 
Handwork projects for the lower school grades are explored, 
skills refined, and individual initiative is encouraged. There 
is a great depth of meaning and thought behind the 
indications for the handwork curriculum, many from Rudolf 
Steiner in his lectures to teachers. A living understanding of 
child development, the role of fine motor skills in building language and learning 
capacity, and the possibility of artistic activities to nourish the whole human being 
make training for handwork teachers invaluable for our times.

Please check our website for our programs, courses, and workshops.  
www.fibercraftstudio.org F

http://www.fibercraftstudio.org
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Threefold Café
Bill Day billday@threefold.org

Early last summer, as 
the Threefold campus 
started to fill up with 

Sunbridge students, Nature 
Place day campers, and eager 
pond-goers, Jesse Webster 
was getting ready to mark his 
first anniversary managing the 
Threefold Café. 

Jesse’s busy first year 
included catering a major 
campus-wide event (the 
Anthroposophical Society’s 
Annual Meeting in October), 
two Green Meadow 
graduations (eighth and 
twelfth grades), Green 
Meadow’s Parent-Faculty 
Dinner, and the Pfeiffer 
Center’s third annual Farm to 
Table Benefit Dinner.

Working alongside chef 
Jennifer Litwin, Jesse’s 
goal is to serve delicious 
food in a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere, and the Café 
is a certified hit. Visitors are 
loving the reliable, quality 
food and reasonable prices. 
For locals, it’s a great place 
to grab an easy meal or get 
takeaway from the catering 
menu. Special occasions 
like Saturday brunches and 
midsummer barbecues on 
the deck have made the Café 
a destination for families 
and friends to gather and 
celebrate.

With two young children in Green Meadow, Jesse (along with wife Nicole Falanga ’98) is delighted to be 
the food hub of the community.

For up-to-date information about Café hours, events, catering, and more, visit www.threefold.org/cafe 
and follow us on Facebook. And don’t miss our goodies in the All-Alumni Reunion Tent at the Fall Fair. F

        Community News    Community News

mailto:billday@threefold.org
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Eurythmy Spring Valley
Beth Dunn-Fox bdeury@aol.com

When the curtain opened on 
the March 18, 2017 perfor-
mance of the ESV Ensemble, 

unexpected faces appeared on stage 
to perform a beautiful, stirring verse. 
In the fusion of dramatic lighting and 
evocative movement, we watched 
members of the Inner Sun Eurythmy 
Initiative fill the stage with the visible 
fire of their honest, unwavering artistry. 
This evening was unlike any other in 
the history of the ensemble, as it was a 
unique collaboration between Green 
Meadow high school students and 
the members of our ensemble. When 
the Inner Sun members performed 
their verse about overcoming adver-
sity through spirited action, it was a moving realization of taking just such a step. To arrive at 
this moment on stage, these eight 11th grade students had worked intensively over the year 
with Laura Radefeld to develop a program that they later performed in Seattle, WA, raising 
all money for their travel through fundraisers and a social media campaign. For us at ESV, the 
evening was a first step in opening opportunities for high school students to explore eurythmy 
as a dynamic performing art in collaboration with professional artists. Our partner in this initia-
tive is Laura Radefeld, ESV alumna, Director of our ESV Teacher Training Program and GMWS 
high school eurythmy teacher. GMWS high school students are now working on the next Inner 
Sun Eurythmy Initiative Project and spring collaboration with ESV. We are also excited to offer a 
new Eurythmy Intensive for Youth in summer 2018, run by the ESV Ensemble. F

Top: Members of the 
Inner Sun Eurythmy 
Initiative – GMWS 11th 
Grade Eurythmy Project 
Photo by Joseph Regan

Above: Ensemble 
performing Frédéric 
Chopin’s Ballad in G 
minor, Op. 23 
Photo by Todd Marti

mailto:bdeury%40aol.com?subject=
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Sunbridge

Fall Fair

Advertisements

Fall Fair 2017
& All-Alumni Reunion Gathering

Saturday, October 7 
10am - 4pm

Come to 
Fall Open Day 
at Sunbridge Institute
Wednesday, October 18
and learn about our low-residency 
Waldorf teacher education programs
                      
•  Financial Aid Available 
•  Fully-Accredited SUNY MEd Option 

Thinking About Becoming a Waldorf Teacher?                                                                   

                                               Celebrating 50 Years of Inspiring Education

285 Hungry Hollow Road, Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977
info@sunbridge.edu / 845.425.0055 x20 
www.sunbridge.edu                        

Daniel 
  Bieber
GMWS ‘03
Sunbridge ‘18 
GMWS 1st Grade Teacher 

Sponsored by:

Come to the  
GMWS Fall Fair!
2nd Annual All-Alumni Reunion Tent
Open 10am-4pm 
• Meet up with your classmates and current faculty

• Enjoy complimentary lunch from the grill and other gifts

• Bring your families! 
• Alumni Parent continental breakfast, 10-11:30am

RSVP: Lynne Wu, Director of Development:  
lwu@gmws.org, 845.356.2514 x304

www.gmws.org/fallfair
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Vital Statistics
Marriages
8/1/16 Judie Arnold ’01 & Joseph Leston

6/17/17 Nikaya Becker-Matero ’01 & Paul Saks

Births
1/21/16 Elspeth Esther Chapin-Lee born in Piermont, NY  
 to Abigail Chapin ’98 and Jesse Lee

2/28/16 Willa Corvid Chapin-Thomas born to  
 Lily Chapin ‘99 and husband Seth

8/26/16 Odelia Rae Dunn-Bieber born to  
 Daniel Bieber ’03 and Ayla Dunn

12/2016  Kate Munkatchy born to Laura Rindlaub ’02 and  
 husband Jason Munkatchy

12/1/16  Nur Lowenthal born to Kemal Lowenthal ’07  
 and wife Rana

4/16/17 Bird Gonne Cassaro born in New York City to  
 Niamh O’Hara ’00 and Daniel Cassaro

2/12/17 Isla (pronounced eye-la) Lucille Hutchison born  
 to Sara Adler ’02 

1/27/17 Conner McCormick Lynn born to Seth Lynn ’98  
 and Sarah Lynn
 His one and only first cousin (so far) is Violet Gleich,  
 daughter of Ariel Henderson ‘99 and granddaughter  
 of former High School teachers Jim & Leah Henderson. 

7/17/17 Preston David Torchon born to Anna Taylor ‘98  
 and family 

Deaths
Lance Jackson ’82 (1963-2017)

(Gail) Fiona Bond ’85 (April 10, 1967 – April 12, 2011)  
see page 11

David Bosch ’85 (October 9, 1966 – May 18, 2017)  
see page 12

Jonathan Fried ‘83 (October 5, 1964 – August 11, 2017) 
see page 11 

“Tertia” Mary Gale (October 31, 1945 – July 23, 2016) 
mother of Noah Schwartz ’89 and Lukas Schwartz ’93

Carol Smith, mother of Loren Smith ’01, in December 2016  From top: Jesse Lee and Abigail Chapin ’98 with Elspeth Esther 
Chapin-Lee; Daniel Bieber ’03, his wife Ayla, and their daughter 
Odelia; Bird Gonne Cassaro born to Niamh O’Hara ’00 and Daniel 
Cassaro; “Tertia” Mary Gale
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In Memoriam
In Memoriam

Gail Fiona Bond-Davis
Alana Bond Franklin ’91

A friend to many in the Green Meadow extended community over the years, Fiona’s 
life was not honored in the Alumni Magazine six years ago when she passed. Let us 
remember her here and now with these words from her sister, our fellow alumna, 
my classmate. –Editor 

F iona, as she was called by her classmates at Green Meadow, died on April 
12, 2011 from complications of ovarian cancer. At the time of her death, 
she was married to Arthur P. Davis IV. She had 2 children, Rebeccah, age 
9 at her death, soon to be 16 years old and David, age 6 at her death, 

now 12 years old. Fiona left behind many devoted friends whose lives she had 
touched and generally improved. She was a vivacious woman and a loving 
mother. She fought hard to live as long as she could for her kids, who she called 
her precious jewels. Once you were Fiona’s friend, you were always her friend. 

Her high school friend, Ashley, who she became friends with during her time at High Mowing High School, came and 
spent time with her in August 2010. Fiona’s friend Nina came down from NY to tend to her 
during her final days. I was with her from her starting in-home hospice in March until her final 
breath in April. 

They say people are remembered for what they leave behind. Her death made an indelible 
impression on me, so much so that I am pursuing a second career as a psychologist, because 
you truly do only get one life, and now I feel that I am living it for two. Beyond being a 
devoted mother to her two children, Fiona worked her way up from an emergency medical 
technician to an ER nurse to being a member of the Duke Life Flight Critical Care Transport 
team. Fiona was very proud of her work and they were proud to have her on their team. 
Fiona’s daughter, Rebeccah, is growing into a beautiful, caring and loving young woman, a 
true credit to Fiona. David is a smart, active, and engaging young man. F

In Memoriam

Jonathan Fried

Jonathan Fried ’83 passed away peacefully on August 11th at the age of 52, 
after struggling with many illnesses.

Loving son of Inge and Hans Fried, who predeceased him, and resident of 
Nanuet, NY before moving to Brookline, MA to be cared for by his brother  

     Alan (GMWS ’82), Jon was also predeceased by his loving wife Caryn.

Jonathan was a paramedic who worked tirelessly for people in need. He was on 
duty on 9/11/2001 and for the following two weeks as part of the triage team.

He grew up in Chestnut Ridge NY, attended Green Meadow Waldorf School 
and studied film and photography at RISD before jumping into the paramedic 
program at Rockland Community College where he also taught for many years.

A memorial service will be held on October 8th at 2:00pm in the Threefold 
Auditorium, 260 Hungry Hollow Road, Chestnut Ridge, NY. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider making a donation to the William Faist Ambulance Corps in 
Chestnut Ridge, NY in his name. www.faistvac.org  F

http://www.faistvac.org
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Tina Bosch Ladd ‘99

In the weeks since my brother’s 
sudden passing we’ve been 
reminded again how steadfast 

and important the Green Meadow 
community is in our lives, and was 
in David’s. David suffered a stroke 
and cardiac arrest while swimming 
at Coney Island in May, and passed 
away a few days later surrounded 
by friends and family in the hospital 
there. Letters from former teach-
ers, notes from old friends, and the 
dozens of classmates—not just of 
David’s but of Darren, Jenny, and 
Tina’s—who all made it on 
short notice to a memo-
rial service and even spoke 
and performed music have 
helped comfort us, and each 
other, in grief. 

David lived life to the full-
est. He was driven to do the 
right thing. He lived with 
intensity, made many friends, 
worked and studied hard, and 
achieved much in his career 
and athletic pursuits, and still 
found time to have fun and 
show his love and caring for 
those around him. 

David was passionate and in-
tense—“burning with a gem-
like flame” in John Wulsin’s 
poetic take—and he believed 
in constantly challenging 
himself whether athletically, 
in his career, or any pursuit really, to 
always be better. As Jeff Greenberg, 
David’s GMWS classmate and life-
long friend, put it at the memorial, 
“Dave never accepted the shortcut. 
The long way was a virtue just so he 
could learn something new. It wasn’t 
about bragging rights or ego. To 
Dave it was an opportunity to be bet-
ter.” An early friend, Andy Wilkins, 

described this drive, present even in 
childhood, in a speech at the memo-
rial: “As we made our way through 
our elementary school years we com-
peted in everything: school, sports, 
life, and David almost always won. 
And yet, even as the guy who always 
won, he was never satisfied just be-
ing good, he wanted to be great and 
he worked tirelessly on form, tech-
nique, and method in whatever he 
pursued. To me it was intimidating 
and inspiring at the same time.”

Dave and Andy were members of the 
“legendary, multidimensional, boister-
ous Class of 1985 at Green Meadow.” 
John Wulsin sent us many memories 
from those days: Despite an “un-
healthy” amount of work assigned 
in the block on Moby Dick, “David, 

it seemed, always did his absolute 
best, no matter what the situation. He 
was so relentlessly determined that...I 
committed to telling David one joke a 
day” to lighten the load. David Sloan 
“firmly believe[s] that the Class of ’85 
helped to utterly transform the culture 
of GMWS... David was a shining light 
in that class, and, of course, in the 
years that followed.” The spark for 
David’s many pursuits and successes, 

including sports, was lit in his young 
life at Green Meadow. 

Though always the first to criticize 
his time or wish he’d trained just a 
little harder, his sports achievements 
were many and impressive. After 
high school, where he played three 
sports and starred as the center on 
the first championship basketball 
team his senior year, he chose row-
ing at Brown University, and though 
smaller in size than most of his team, 
he succeeded through sheer guts and 
determination. He loved reading the 
recent book The Boys in the Boat, by 
Daniel James Brown, identifying with 
Joe Rantz, the protagonist, as he too 
walked onto the team with no prior 
experience and became the ‘stroke’ 
on the first freshman boat, the critical 

pace-setter role. We can assure 
you that the similarities end 
with the entree to and role on 
the team, stopping short of the 
harsh Depression-era travails or 
family strife Joe lived through. 
David became a serious run-
ner in his twenties, complet-
ing over a dozen marathons, 
including NYC and Boston 
multiple times each, with finish 
times consistently under three 
hours (and a PR of 2:48). When 
his back started acting up a 
few years ago, he switched 
to biking and swimming, but 
as Darren put it, “these were 
never mere pleasure rides, 
quick dips, or short jogs, and 
often they were much more: 
the cycling classic Paris-Brest-
Paris 700 mile race across 

France, completed in 71 hours; swim 
sprints in racing lanes chain-sawed 
through Swedish lake ice;” swimming 
the Cross Continental Bosphorus in 
Istanbul, and in icy lakes in China, 
Latvia, and, closer to home, weekend 
‘polar bear’ swims year-round with the 
Coney Island swim community, where 
he made fast friends. His apartment 
had been transformed into a veritable 
bike shop, and he had many races 

In Memoriam

David Bosch 
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In Memoriam: David Bosch

lined up with friends for the summer 
and fall. All his training is actually 
benefitting others now. In his commit-
ment to do the right thing, he was an 
organ donor, and many of his organs 
were matched to recipients.

Seeking to do the right thing, and not 
motivated solely by compensation, 
David’s career began with two years 
in the local congressman’s DC office, 
a year working in a hospital and as 
a volunteer EMT, and two years in 
the Peace Corps where he learned 
Portuguese and worked in various 
community initiatives in the country of 
Cape Verde. He earned an MBA from 
Yale, worked in real estate at the MTA 
in New York, and picked up another 
master’s degree at NYU in real estate. 
He ultimately had passion for improv-
ing public transportation in NY for 
everyone. In his most recent position 
as Director of Commercial Planning 
and Development at Amtrak, he was 
a lead negotiator in the deal that 
closed shortly after he passed for the 
new Moynihan Train Hall (Farley Post 

Office) expansion of Penn Station. In 
July, an event hosted by the develop-
ers celebrating the closing of the deal 
was dedicated to David.

David poured himself into his 
work—15 hour days were not uncom-
mon—and still managed to find time 
for fun and other things. He loved to 
sing—whether boisterous karaoke at 
a bar with friends or beautiful carols 
with family at Christmastime. Over the 
last several years, he also grew organic 
garlic at our father’s farm in upstate 
New York, fitting in planting, tending, 
and harvesting on weekends. This 
year’s harvest was 15,000 heads, and 
David built and improved the crop, 
equipment, and marketing each year. 
David also faithfully helped with Green 
Meadow alumni events, especially at 
Fall Fair and the alumni basketball 
games. For our family, every year he 
rode his bike across the city to place 
flowers on a stone wall overlooking the 
Hudson River near the hospital where 
our mother passed away, and then 
sent us all a picture of it. 

He urged us all to be our best as 
well. Andy said that through all their 
competition, and as adults running 
together, he felt David was “pulling 
him along,” making him better. I’ve 
never run harder than at the end of a 
basically meaningless 5k up near our 
family farm when D was standing at 
the end, long since finished himself 
and full of energy to push me over 
the finish line shouting out when to 
start sprinting and how much harder 
to push, and to make me realize, 
again, that even a little weekend 
road race in the country is an oppor-
tunity to do your best.

Much more could be written about 
David’s life, and much has to be left 
unwritten, cut far too short by his 
untimely death. He might cringe 
thinking we tried to derive insights or 
guidance from his life, preferring we 
just get back to living our own with 
determination: dig deep to make 
yourself better, take the train, ride 
your bike, don’t take shortcuts, and 
do good wherever you can. F

Above: Bosch family at Christmas 2016.  
Back: Henry Ladd holding Evelyn Ladd, Tina Bosch Ladd with Isla Ladd, Will Bosch, Jen Bosch Messino, Darren Bosch with wife Eve Bosch behind him, 
David Bosch, Paul Messino (Jen’s husband) standing; Front row: Preston, Paul, and Peyton Messino, Grady with Summer Bosch (and Jasmine the dog) 

Above: Class of 1985 
friends Jeff Greenberg, 
Kieran Murphy, David 
Bosch, Roman Montano in 
Roman’s back yard in Great 
Barrington, MA, in 2014

Near left: David and life-
long good friend Cheney 
Brand ’85 after the 2012 
Boston Marathon
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 1980
Martha (Masterson) Francis  
Marti336@optonline.net

Donna Elmowsky-Arminio 
Aliaustin23@aol.com

Kate Christensen: “New 
husband, new novel, old 
house, old dog. In other 
words, after almost eight 
years together, Brendan 
Fitzgerald and I eloped to City 
Hall last September here in 
Portland, ME, where we live in 
an 1850 brick house with our 
dog, Dingo, who is almost 16. 
I recently finished a new novel 
called The Last Cruise, which 
will be published next summer 
by Doubleday.

Reported by her sister Michèle 
Lehtis ’91, Heidi Lehtis, who 
lives and teaches in Canberra, 
Australia, connected with their 
family’s roots in Estonia! This 
past summer, she and her 
boyfriend John went on an 
adventure in Europe and St. 
Petersburg, Russia, and stayed 
at their cousin’s flat in Tallinn, 
Estonia. They also ventured to 
the family’s farm, where they 
met more of their Estonian 
relatives for the first time. She 
wrote: “Have done an abso-
lute pilgrimage of our grand-
parents Osvald and Amilda’s 
roots. I visited Osvald’s grave 
in Rakvere—very emotional, 
very beautiful. This has been a 
very special time.”

 1986
Send news to 
MagazineEditor@gmws.org 

Laura McArdle was living in 
Oakland, CA for a long time, 
now is working in Alaska. She 
visits her mother and broth-
ers in Montana, so is often 
surrounded by the beauty of 
nature!

 1987
Send news to 
MagazineEditor@gmws.org 

Several members of the 
class attended the memorial 
ceremony for David Bosch ‘85 
in May (see photo).

Friends from the 
Class of 1987 
celebrating the life 
of David Bosch on 
May 20, 2017

L-R: Cherish Pratt, 
Jenny Booth, Keith 
Brand, Darren 
Bosch, Defne 
(Bayrak) Caldwell, 
Jessica Stoberock-
Carballal, Richard 
Kroth, Ciril Hitz, 
and Niranjan Kumar 
Carr-Mal

Alumni Class News           Alumni Class News

mailto:Marti336@optonline.net
mailto:Aliaustin23%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:MagazineEditor@gmws.org
mailto:MagazineEditor@gmws.org
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 1988
Send news to 
MagazineEditor@gmws.org 

Daniel McArdle lives in 
Helena, Montana, with his 
wife and two children. His 
wife is a family doctor and 
the children are going into 
6th and 9th grades. Dan does 
wood carving for an art gallery 
in town, and spends time with 
his brother Thomas McArdle 
’91 whose family lives nearby, 
as does their mother.

Beth (Onderdonk) Ellis 
recently moved to North 
Carolina. She was at the 2016 
Fall Fair with her children, 
as was Maureen Satriano, 
who works at Green Meadow 
where her children attend 
school.

 1990
Send news to 
MagazineEditor@gmws.org 

Ben Alexandra created 
a Web-based student 
information system (SIS) 
that is used by small 
private schools in the US 
and Canada, including 
Green Meadow and over 
50 other Waldorf schools. 
“It tracks much of the 
school’s data, including 
inquiries, applications, 
contracts, enrollment, 
attendance, gradebooks, 
end-of-term reports, alumni 
data, donations, and more. 
Outside of work, my primary 
passion is kitesurfing. 
Because I live in Boulder, CO, 
and there is no kiting around 
here, I have to travel in order 
to do it. This past summer I 
spent 3 weeks in the Pacific 

Northwest where I kited in 
Hood River, OR, Seattle, WA 
and Squamish, BC. I am off 
to South Africa for 5 weeks 
in September/October as 
well and hope to get in some 
amazing kitesurfing there.”

Orly Cogan has an art studio 
in the town of Cold Spring 
in the Hudson Valley, and 
lives with her husband and 
young daughter in the area. 
“I currently have a large scale 
installation of hand-made soft 
sculpture. My piece is titled 
“Confections” and is up now 
at The Hudson Valley Center 
for Contemporary Art. This 
exhibition will be on view 
for a while so if you would 
like to see it, please go to 
the website for the days and 
hours it is open. http://www.
hvcca.org/between-i-thou. 

“In September I will have 
a new site-specific instal-
lation in the space, and I 
also have an upcoming solo 
exhibition at The Brattleboro 
Museum & Art Center. Earlier 
this year, I was in a group 
exhibition with a few hand-
stitched embroidery works in 
Manchester, England, titled 
Cut Cloth: Contemporary 
Textiles and Feminism 
https://www.cutcloth.co.uk/
about.

“I am honored to be featured 
in a book, Radical Decadence: 
Excess in Contemporary 
Feminist Textiles and Craft, 
now available at several art 
museum stores and also on 
Amazon.com.” 

 1991
Jennie (Abbott) Abbingsole 
jennie_rabbit@yahoo.com

Jennifer Bosch Messino: “It 
has been another busy year 
here in Naples, FL, with my 
three boys who are now 12, 
14, and 17. This past summer 
we spent 5 days in Cuba, 
which was amazing! We have 
been busy with traveling, 
sports, and our rental 
properties. I will be starting 
my 8th year with Head Start 
pre-K in August. It has also 
been a difficult year, with 
my father selling his house 
after almost 44 years and 
tragically losing my oldest 
brother, David. Thank you to 
everyone who reached out 
with their kind words during 
that difficult time.”

Alana (Bond) Franklin’s life 
in numbers: “3 years ago, I 
enrolled in a BA completion 
program at Antioch University 
Seattle and in 3 quarters I 
will be graduating with my 
BA in psychology. At an 
orientation I attended, prior 
to enrolling, I heard words 
like “transformative” used 
by people who had been 
through the program. I had no 
idea then how transformative 
my experience would be. My 
education has impacted every 
aspect of my life.

“I have been working for the 
same employer for 17 years. It 
is crazy to think about it and I 
am extremely grateful for the 
financial security this job pro-
vides me and my family. My 
educational journey has been 
a choice and an undertaking 
my employer and co-work-
ers have supported. It is a 

           Alumni Class News
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privilege to not have pressure 
or urgency in getting through 
school to meet a basic goal, 
such as a secure job, or hous-
ing, or enough food to eat.

“I’ve been a member of my 
Unitarian Universalist con-
gregation for 8 years and last 
summer I was asked to serve 
on the Board of Trustees of 
the congregation for 3 years. 
It was an honor to be asked to 
serve. Now that I am coming 
to the end of the first year, 
and newer Trustees are join-
ing the board, I can reflect on 
where I was a year ago and 
where I am now. It has been 
an enriching experience.

“This coming July I will have 
been married 12 years. I have 
2 stepchildren who are 34 and 
29, and 3 grandchildren who 
are 9 years old, nearly 3 years 
old and a little over 1 year old. 
My niece turns 16 years old 
in August of this year and my 
nephew is 12 years old.

“My husband recently began 
working at Microsoft, which 
is a job he would not have 
been offered or felt he had 
the chops to undertake if he 
had not returned to school 
at the age of 55 and earned 
his MBA. He is proof that 
it is truly never too late to 
return to school, and that the 
investment in yourself is not 
wasted, because education 
is its own reward. Of course, 
that is very easy to say when I 
am currently enrolled and not 
facing the monthly student 
loan payments, but I am con-
fident that even then I will still 
feel that it was worth it.

“I am aware of the many 
reasons I have to be grateful 
for the life I am privileged to 
lead.”

Thomas McArdle called 
me on his birthday for our 
sometimes-annual phone 
conversation. To celebrate, 
his whole family was having 
dinner together: wife Angela 
and daughter Abigail, 9, 
and his brother Daniel (class 
of ’88) with his wife and 
children, and their mother. 
They all live in Helena, MT. 
Thomas is still in insurance 
and works from home. He 
had exciting summer plans 
to go backpacking with 
Abigail and a friend of hers 
and another dad, and also a 
family whirlwind trip to several 
cities in Europe. Abigail 
swims, plays soccer in the 
back yard with her dad, and 
is also taking karate. Angela 
does space planning and 
design, and is also getting a 
degree. Thomas is grateful to 
live in a beautiful place with 
family he loves, and dare I 
say, a childhood friend who 
remembers his birthday (even 
if the wishes always come with 
a guilt trip to send news!).

Jennifer Mankoff and 
her husband, Anind, are 
leaving Carnegie Mellon 
University for the University 
of Washington! Jen wrote: 
“I will be faculty in the 
Computer Science depart-
ment and Anind will be 
Dean of the University of 
Washington iSchool. I am 
scared and excited and 
even a little bit guilty all at 
once. We have a great life in 
Pittsburgh, but the profes-
sional opportunities for us in 
Seattle are hard to beat. It is 
with a heavy heart that I will 
leave the wonderful friends, 
block, neighborhood and 
Waldorf school the kids have 
been part of since Kavi was 8 
months old (he’s now 13).

“That sort of dwarfs the 
normal updates, but basically 
I’m still doing 3D printing 
research, the kids are great: 
Kavi’s turned into a real 
programmer with a fascination 
with Quantum Computing; 
Nisha, 11, is still doing a zillion 
things including the viola, 
piano, knitting, and at least 4 
languages plus programming; 
my parents are healthy and 
whole though my dad just had 
a shoulder replaced. We now 
have 7 chickens (and will have 
to give them all away when we 
move, sadly) along with our 
dog Gryffin and cat Skywalker. 

“We’re currently looking at 
Waldorf schools in Seattle.”

Rachael Hemsi: “Very, very 
happy. I am still married, travel-
ing a lot working for OneTaste. 
OneTaste is about to explode 
into the world. We now do our 
retreats on a piece of prop-
erty a few hours north of SF. I 
repeat, I am very happy! I am 
growing a lot, and I love the 
life going to a Waldorf school 
helped me to get.”

Michèle Lehtis: “Life is full 
and good. I continue to work 
from home as an art director/
designer, while raising our two 
kids Leo, 9, and Audrey, 6. They 
both had an excellent school 
year, finishing third grade 
for Leo and Kindergarten for 
Audrey at a wonderful school 
they attend in Orono, MN. 
We have befriended two 
former Waldorf families who 
are now at our school, and I 
love the shared background 
and Waldorf ethos. Leo and 
Audrey are both involved in 
many seasonal activities as 
well as year-round swimming 
and piano. As I write, my 
background music is an 
improvised piano duet!
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“On our summer trip this 
year we spent three weeks 
in Maine. We spent a few 
days with my mom and fam-
ily at a beach house on the 
Schoodic Peninsula, near 
Acadia National Park. Much of 
our time was spent exploring 
the woods and ponds on the 
large property of the home 
where I was born, in Albion. 
My step-mother is selling the 
house so it was bittersweet. 
Nevertheless, I’m beyond 
excited to have shared sum-
mer in Maine with Hector and 
my own children. Our trip also 
included visiting Alexis at the 
Christian Community Camp, 
now based nearby in Maine.

“My sister Heidi Lehtis ’80 
visited our ancestral land of 
Estonia this summer and I hope 
to follow her footsteps one day 
soon.” [Read Heidi’s update 
with Class of 1980 news.]

Sachio Takashima (Oliver 
Coe): “As always, writing 
poetry and philosophy; 
Danielle continues her 
paintings and drawings. 
We’ve been active in solidarity 
activism for Black Lives Matter 
(BLM) locally in Philadelphia. 
I continue to teach myself 
critical geography (the 
social justice side of human 
geography), and I’m excited 
that as part of this project 
I’m finally learning how to 
do ethnography and other 
social science field work. I’ve 
been publishing articles in 
nonviolence magazines, and 
soon I hope to be writing 
about critical geography 
projects in particular. May the 
adventure continue!”

Phil Brigouleix: “At work 
this past year, I traveled a lot 
across the US visiting sup-
pliers in parts of the country 

I had never been to before. 
However, more recently my 
company has been downsiz-
ing, restructuring, and merg-
ing my division with another 
one nearby. I survived the lay-
offs, but I will have to adjust to 
a new working environment. 
I’m still having fun playing jazz 
drums in New York City. After 
my exciting first gig last year, 
this year I got more perform-
ing experience and lead my 
band on two gigs. I also con-
tinue to play at open mic jam 
sessions on a weekly basis.”

Kristofer Updike recently 
was promoted to Sr. Director 
of original programming and 
development at Universal Kids. 
“I develop and produce TV 
shows for 2-12 year olds. I’m 
living in NYC with my two cats, 
single but actively looking for a 
husband. Also looking into sur-
rogacy as I am certain I would 
like a child. Life is wonderful 
and Waldorf school was the 
foundation that everything has 
been built on.”

Jen (Grant) Horler: “Enjoying 
life with my 7 and 5 year old 
children Sarah and Timmy 
and husband Tony here in 
beautiful Vernon, NJ. The kids 
never cease to amaze me with 
their creative insights on life 
and being ever-present in the 
moment! It is amazing to see 
their different talents emerg-
ing. I continue to do freelance 
illustration projects from home, 
and Tony will be starting a new 
job as a supervising architect 
for a transportation company 
specializing in industrial design 
for railroad maintenance 
facilities. It is a very exciting 
new job opportunity for him 
and our family! As a family 
we enjoy hiking, swimming, 
gardening, creative projects, 

and cooking, etc. Feeling a 
wonderful sense of commu-
nity where we live, and are 
enjoying the CSA we belong 
to up on our mountain. It was 
wonderful seeing so many 
friends for our 25th Reunion! 
We missed classmates who 
couldn’t make it. It was great 
seeing everyone and sharing 
stories old and new.”

Alexis Starkey sent news from 
the busiest time of year for 
those in the wedding business: 
“One weekend my company 
catered a wedding for a former 
Washington Waldorf student 
friend that I met at our Senior 
Conference (what feels like 1 
million years ago) and when I 
looked over the staff list for the 
rehearsal dinner, I realized that 
the entire staff was made up of 
former Waldorf students! So 
that is fun. 

“I tend to bury the lead… 
Scott and I are expecting a 
little miracle baby in January 
and we couldn’t be happier! 

“On the not-so-much-has 
changed front, Farm to Feast, 
my catering company, is con-
tinuing to expand, and I have 
now grown out of being a 
chef and into being a business 
owner—a difficult transition 
but a necessary one. I will be 
continuing my annual pil-
grimage in August to run the 
Christian Community Camp 
kitchen where I am so lucky 
to be able to spend time with 
some of my former school-
mates’ children.

“I had a great year of see-
ing former classmates, from 
our lovely reunion, hosting 
protestors for the continued 
Marches on Washington, and 
even catching Evan’s band 
when they were in town.”
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Evan Palazzo: “This past year 
has been a fulfilling one for 
the Palazzo family! My wife, 
Jennifer, is blogging and 
producing video content for 
her own company as well as 
several others. I am still on the 
road a lot but also at home 
more this year!

“Our children Henry, 6, and 
Ava, 2, are the center of our 
lives. We are blessed that 
Henry will be joining the 1st 
grade at the Great Barrington 
Rudolph Steiner school in 
September. He loves learning 
tap dancing and has just 
been advanced to the adult 
class. Ava just celebrated her 
2nd birthday and is quite the 
two-year-old. Her growing 
vocabulary and high energy 
are a joy! Jennifer and I are 
looking forward to renovating 

our home next spring now 
that we have the architectural 
plans finished. 

“My band, The Hot Sardines, 
is performing in Budapest, 
Tokyo, Lake Lugano, 
Switzerland, and the Virgin 
Islands before heading out to 
tour the US again in the fall. I 
was thrilled that we were able 
to perform at Tanglewood 
this past June. In my teen 
years, I spent most summers 
working there as a prep chef/
dishwasher in order to get to 
hear—and sometimes serve 
food to—the legendnary 
artists performing there. To 
be invited to perform was a 
personal and professional 
high point.

“I was able to see Alexis and 
Scott when we performed in 

Alexandria last spring and I 
hope I get to see more of the 
rest you in this next year. I 
often think of our classmates 
and wish we could see each 
other more. The great thing is 
that when we do get together, 
it is as if no time has passed at 
all. We just pick up where we 
left off with each other!”

After nearly 2 years, I, Jennie 
(Abbott) Abbingsole, am 
feeling more settled here in 
the  in Amherst, MA. George, 
6, going into 1st grade, and 
Angelou, 4, attend the nearby 
Waldorf school, where I spend 
a lot of time: organizing a par-
ent/community crafting group, 
parent council (called Family 
Association), and even was 
hired to teach basket making 
for a high school elective this 
spring! It reminded me of Jill 
Wolfe, who taught us batik, 
paper marbling and bookbind-
ing, and how Green Meadow 
had a whole room for practical 
arts and crafts in addition to the 
painting room. We were lucky! 
Keeping teenagers focused 
even on basket making in the 
spring is no easy task—I have 
immense appreciation for our 
teachers now more than ever.

I do some editing on the side, 
but just don’t have much time 
on a computer anymore, which 
is very different from my pre-
parenting life as a technical 
writer. When I am in front of 
the computer, I pay bills and 
spend a lot of time collecting 
news from our class and trying 
to chase all the alums from 
classes who don’t have reps!

In July 2017 we made our sec-
ond annual visit to California 
to visit our friends in the SF 
Bay Area where we used to 
live. It’s hard making friends 
in a new place, here, though I 

Abbingsole family in 
February 2017: Janis, 
George, Jennie, and 
Angelou in front 
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have plenty of family (including 
Jordan Abbott ‘93) to keep me 
busy—or to babysit so we can 
go out to hear live music. In 
this we are incredibly fortunate 
(my mother lives in our house). 
My wife, Janis, works as a retail 
technology consultant and my 
long hours include the usual 
cooking, cleaning, shopping, 
and, primarily, parenting! In 
addition to singing lullabies, 
I sing in a community cho-
rus half the year. We belong 
to a Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) farm near 
our house, where we pick 
some of our share—it’s the 
best way to get my children to 
eat vegetables! 

 1992
Send news to 
MagazineEditor@gmws.org

Greg Bleier remains in Los 
Angeles, where he lives with 
wife Peggy and their army of 
cats. Greg’s award-winning 
interior design company, 
StudioUnltd, has grown over 
the past year and has been 
designing restaurants from 
Anchorage, AK to Charleston, 
SC, including a restaurant in 
NYC opening this fall. When 
not working, Greg has rekin-
dled a love for bike riding and 
[at the time of writing] is look-
ing forward to taking a trip to 
the Canadian Rockies with his 
father in August.

Deva (MacDonald) Dalporto 
still lives in the SF Bay Area 
with her two kids and hus-
band, Gabe. She is hard at 
work creating videos for her 
MyLifeSuckers channel where 
she pokes fun at parenting. 
MyLifeSuckers has grown 
from a passion project into a 
business, creating videos for 

brands like Cheerios, Downy, 
Busch Gardens, Twizzlers and 
more. Deva won a Voice of the 
Year Award for Best Video for 
her Stressed Out Mom Parody 
and made appearances on 
several TV shows. And the 
kids finally wore mom and dad 
down and adopted two new 
kittens who have destroyed all 
of the furniture.

Johana (Flynn) Baird still lives 
in Orange County, CA with 
her husband Adam and her 
kids Sophia, 13, and Nicholas, 
11. The kids are both enjoy-
ing Waldorf School and are 
entering 8th and 6th grades 
respectively. Adam is working 
for The Habit Grill and Johana 
had been doing way too much 
volunteering at school in addi-
tion to her baking and floral 
arranging work.

Lissanna Follari lives in 
Colorado Springs with her 
8 year old son, Greisan. The 
two also share their home 
and yard with three dogs, 8 
chickens, and 5 Madagascar 
Hissing Cockroaches. With so 
many feet and paws running 
around, life is a boisterous 
adventure most days. The two 
also like to travel for adventures 
near and far, and often can 
be found unplugged in their 
mountain cabin. Lissanna is a 
faculty member and director 
for the Bachelor of Innovation 
in Inclusive Early Childhood 
Education at the University of 
Colorado in Colorado Springs. 
In addition to teaching, 
Lissanna has also published two 
textbooks on early childhood 
education and diversity, and 
enjoys presenting at a couple of 
conferences around the country 
each year. “After several years 
of moving and exploring parts 
of the country, life looks like 
it’s quite happily rooted at the 

base of the Rockies. Around 
home, community, or traveling, 
one of our favorite hobbies is 
‘high-tech treasure-hunting’ 
with a GeoCaching app. See 
you out on the trails!”

 1993
Viviane Brigouleix Haughery  
vivianehaughery@gmail.com

Ramona Rosenberg: “Not 
much new from us. We love 
living in Kingston, NY. Our son, 
Milo, just finished the 2nd grade 
at Woodstock Day School. He 
keeps us very busy with karate 
and travel soccer. I got to travel 
a bunch this year which is always 
fun, including taking Milo to 
Europe for the first time. I’m 
still Director of External Affairs 
at The Center for Curatorial 
Studies, Bard College.”

Ramona Rosenberg ‘93  
in Venice with her 
husband, Andrew 
Nelson, and son, Milo
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Karina Haedo Salvesen: 
“This was a busy spring as 
my second eldest daughter, 
Leyla, graduated from high 
school and I also graduated 
my own 8th grade class. I 
continue to work as a teacher 
using Waldorf methods, but 
in a charter school in north-
ern California. I have loved 
“unpacking” Steiner’s vision 
and extending it into the pub-
lic sector. I believe that there 
is a perfect blend of soul and 
spirit, and pragmatic transpar-
ency through this venue. 

“My family and I live 20 min-
utes north of San Francisco, 
and we love it here. There is 
easy access to a plethora of 
activities, such as hiking gor-
geous trails covered by red-
woods, playing on the beach, 
wine tasting in Napa and 
Sonoma counties or visiting 

fun San Francisco. I have four 
children: my eldest, Sofia Eva 
is twenty (oh, my goodness!), 
Leyla is eighteen, Rafael is 
nine and the youngest, Cleo, 
is three. My eldest is studying 
nursing, while Leyla is taking 
a gap year to travel before 
attending college. Rafael is 
a rising fourth grader, who 
recently took his farm trip. 
(I remember ours as if it  
were yesterday.) Little Cleo is 
as precocious as they come, 
and enjoys attending pre-
school with all of her friends. 
She will be ready to run a 
Forbes 500 company in the 
next ten years!

“We moved to the left coast 
six years ago, and have never 
regretted it. I am surprised 
by the number of GMWS 
alum I have run into over the 
years, and look forward to 

convincing everyone that liv-
ing in California is like a living 
in a continuous Disney Land 
for adults. I am an avid reader, 
gardener, hiker, and yoga 
practitioner. However, in real 
life, my days are mostly filled 
caring for children—both my 
own and my students—cook-
ing great, big meals, studying, 
and finally, striving to make 
the next day even better.”

Emanuel Hemsi: “As I write 
this, on June 14, 2017, it is 
almost exactly one year since 
I returned from Costa Rica to 
live in the US. The last year 
has been incredibly eventful. 
I started and completed a 
Master’s Program in teach-
ing, joined a community 
where we’ve been living 
with Laile and Curtis Amo 
(Jessica’s parents), coached 
soccer, found a job for next 
year, found a place to live for 
next year, and I’m sure many 
more things. In the fall I will 
begin teaching 7th/8th grade 
science in the town in which 
I live, Canby, OR. The big 
catch to this, and the one that 
makes me nervous, is that I’ll 
be teaching in Spanish. While 
my Spanish got pretty good 
during our four years in Costa 
Rica, it still has a long way 
to go, so this will be a huge, 
and exciting, challenge for 
me. My sons Riley, 13, and 
Chailan, 11, have attended a 
tiny private school that is part 
of the community in which 
they live, called the Two Rivers 
Farm School, where they pick 
nuts and apples around the 
orchard, play musical instru-
ments, participate in plays, as 
well as their academic sub-
jects, and have had an amaz-
ing year. Chailan will continue 
there while Riley’s class ended 
and he will be going to the 

Emanuel Hemsi and 
family 
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school where I’ll be teaching. 
My wife Danielle has been 
a Special Education teacher 
in a bilingual elementary 
school in our district and will 
continue with that. Coming 
back to the US has been fun, 
exciting, and busy. I’ve gotten 
to see Jessica Amo and also 
Nathaniel Holder a lot as both 
of them live in Portland. I miss 
our community in Costa Rica 
as it was amazing, but I am 
also excited about our new 
life back in the US.”

Jessica Amo: “Greg and I are 
a month into a foster-to-adopt 
process with two sisters, ages 
9 and 11. It’s been a steep 
learning curve and a very chal-
lenging process, but I have 
been lifted up by all the sup-
port we’ve received. The girls’ 
situation changes day by day, 
but we are glad that they are 
with us right now.” 

Jordan Abbott: “I left my job 
in high school special educa-
tion at the end of last school 
year and just completed my 
first year of a doctoral pro-
gram in special education at 
UMass Amherst. It has been a 
very welcome and refreshing 
change to be a student again. 
It is much more manageable, 
so far, than working in a public 
high school! My husband, 
Justin, started working at the 
neighborhood elementary 
school our children attend, 
so the rest of my family is all 
in one place now! My new 
schedule and working from 
home has meant more time 
with my children and the 
local school community. Our 
daughter Odessa (5th grade) 
has taken up fiddle and 
soccer, and our son Dillon’s 
(2nd grade) interests include 
boats (drawing them, looking 

at pictures of them, talking 
about riding in/driving them), 
basketball, and mowing his 
grandparents’ lawn with a 
riding mower. With my sister’s 
family now living about 20 
minutes away, and both of my 
parents as well as my in-laws 
in the area, we are getting 
lots of extended family time 
and enjoying being part of a 
crowd.”

Elyssa Moseley: “I’ve been 
a Director in a counseling 
and after-school program in a 
public high school in Brooklyn 
for the past 3 years. In the 
current political landscape, it 
is painful to watch programs 
for kids get cut or altered, and 
my program has had its ups 
and downs, with layoffs and 
lost grants, but manages to 
survive somehow. The teenag-
ers continue to sustain and 
rock on (working with teens is 
my most favorite thing ever). 

“My wife and I have been 
together now for 5 years and 
married for one and a half. We 
have been looking at options 
for starting a family soon! 
(Stay tuned.). Meanwhile, we 
live in Brooklyn—loving city 
life, then feeling annoyed 
with it, then loving it once 
again. I myself have become 
obsessed with Hamilton, the 
musical, and rap my way to 
work in the morning, in the 
privacy of my car of course. 
I do some writing here and 
there, and would like to take 
more blacksmithing courses, 
but somehow my full time job 
gets in the way of my creativ-
ity! Such is Life. Overall, I am 
grateful.” 

Lily (Harshbarger) Newman: 
“Not much has changed this 
year at our house, other than 
a renewed and relentless 

commitment to social justice, 
staring white privilege in the 
face, and building awareness 
and activism ourselves and 
in our family. If I’m going to 
raise 3 white men, I better do 
everything I can to heighten 
their empathy and awareness 
of the challenges so many in 
our country and world face 
who do not share the same 
privileges. Meanwhile, the 
kids keep growing, with our 
4th grader heading off to mid-
dle school in the fall! Our little 
guy has another year before 
kindergarten and it brings 
back so many memories for 
me of those years at GMWS, 
when I first met so many of 
you! Our oldest is wrapping 
up a year of work, indepen-
dent living and some travel, 

Jessica Amo and 
family
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and looking at 22 years, plan-
ning his next step. I continue 
to work in education, sup-
porting turnaround schools in 
Massachusetts and working 
with states to help define how 
they will best support school 
transformation. Meanwhile, 
my husband has navigated the 
incredible challenge of middle 
school students who hail from 
Syria, Iraq, Nepal, to name a 
few, not knowing what each 
new day of our current politi-
cal reality will bring. Here’s 
to a year ahead where truth, 
equity, peace and justice win 
out over hate and fear.”

Erika (Bradford) Mello: 
“Well… on the surface, a lot 
is unchanged for me: I have 
two kids (a 3 year old daugh-
ter and a 6 year old son), we 
live in the south coast area of 
Massachusetts, and I am still 
fighting the medical system to 
try to practice an integrative 
type of medicine. However, 
deeper than that, this past 
year has been a personal trial 
for me as I fought breast can-
cer and spent about 9 months 
in treatment. I am back to 
work now though (for better 
or worse!) and can only hope 
the worst is behind me!” 

Christine (Brigouleix) Houck: 
“A year has gone by and 
much continues the same as it 
has in my household. I con-
tinue to teach middle school 
students in my nearby school 
district in Eastern York, PA. 
My oldest three children are 
doing very well in their school, 
pursuing activities such as 
music, baseball, horseback 
riding, and soccer. Each day, 
I am grateful for respite at 
home in the woods, an oasis 
of calm and source of revival 
that I get from the sights, 

smells, and sounds of nature 
where I draw in peace and I 
reflect.

“I’ve come to appreciate the 
lessons, skills, and talents I 
developed at Green Meadow 
such as my handwork skills 
when I sew Halloween cos-
tumes, or when I help my 10 
year old learn how to make 
doll clothes on her first sewing 
machine. I am grateful for the 
musical skills I acquired in my 
younger years because now, 
although I don’t play much 
myself, I am able to help my 
daughter learn to play her 
violin. We enjoy playing duets 
and creating special memo-
ries, like when we played 
Christmas carols with musical 
volunteers from her school at 
a local church. With my son, I 
think of the time I played on 
the school’s Boston Red Sox 
baseball team on the Mary 
Daily field, and I have brought 
those lessons back to life as I 
help him learn and strengthen 
his ball skills. My knowledge 
of languages has always been 
an asset to me—during my 
time abroad, communicating 
with students and parents 
in my school, and helping 
my own children with their 
Spanish instruction. Finally, I 
remember the magical time I 
experienced in kindergarten 
with fairies, stories of king-
doms, the creativity that was 
fostered in us with beeswax 
play and painting, and the 
friendships I built, and I smile 
as I watch my four-year-old 
build, sing, dress-up, and 
imagine each day.”

EJ Alexandra: “We’re still 
in Madison, WI, though I left 
my job as Chief Technology 
Officer at Gaming Informatics 
almost 2 years ago now. Since 

then I’ve been running my 
own company specializing in 
software development auto-
mation. My wife, Alissa, is still 
working as the domestic ship-
ping manager at Chef Knives 
To Go. My daughter Lucy 
is now 14, and dance is still 
her passion—so she spends 
over 10 hours each week 
in classes for a competitive 
Hip Hop team. They went to 
Nationals in Orlando, FL over 
the July 4th weekend, which 
she had been looking forward 
to and preparing for all year. 
Next year she’ll be going 
into 9th grade at West High 
School just like her mom. In 
fact, she’ll actually be the 4th 
generation to attend West, so 
she’s got quite a legacy to live 
up to there.”

Aloka (Kloppenberg) Sands: 
“I continue to work at Sony 
Pictures Entertainment as 
an Executive Director in 
Leadership and Organization 
Development. I have the 
unusual blessing of being able 
to walk to work from home, 
a rarity in Los Angeles. Both 
of my children, Luna Violet, 
8, and Truman, 5, go to a 
Spanish Immersion public 
school. Their school district 
is the 5th most diverse in the 
country, which is fantastic. Life 
is busy with their sports, work, 
and fun social activities.” 

Christine Bruckner: “The 
veterans’ equine assisted 
program I’m developing, 
although small, is going well. 
I’m enjoying working with the 
veterans and families as it’s 
really meaningful work. I also 
love being out of the office 
on the 90 plus acre farm. 
My private practice is also 
growing. My kids are doing 
well overall and I’m doing 
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some much needed home 
repairs which is therapeutic 
for me. I’m looking forward 
to spending some time at 
the beach this summer with 
my kids and friends for some 
much needed downtime.”

Caitlin Burck: “I’m an interior 
designer and am in my 10th 
year of having my own busi-
ness. I live in Piermont, NY 
with my husband, and we like 
to travel when we can extri-
cate ourselves from work.”

Tom Keenoy: “In 2016 the 
Keenoy/Clark family did 
our first keelboat charters, 
getting the kids familiar with 
overnighting on a sailboat. I 
made the decision to expand 
Medium Rare Interactive 
to 6 employees and a few 
contractors, and we’ve since 
settled into a new long term 
office space. My son Simon 
is turning 9 and daughter 
Maggie is 6—we’re really 
lucky that they get along well! 
I’ve started succumbing to 
“over 40 injuries” and am now 
taking my own fitness more 
seriously so I will still be able 
to do stuff when I get into the 
“over 50s” later on. It’s been 
a few years since we’ve been 
back East and are hoping to 
head back for a visit sometime 
this year or next.”

Lukas Schwartz: “I am doing 
well, as is my family. Now I 
have 2 teenagers! We lost 
my dear mother this past 
year to abdominal cancer. It 
has been a year of continual 
grieving, but also cherishing 
and remembering so many of 
our times together, and being 
grateful for all she gave me. I 
had the opportunity to spend 
her last days by her bedside, 
frequently singing songs. In 
many ways I was closer to her 

then than I had been since I 
was a baby.”

Alex Freuman: “This summer 
will mark the beginning of 
our third year in Nyack. My 
twins Max and Stella will 
begin 1st grade at Green 
Meadow this fall. They are 
very excited about being on 
the main campus, but their 
chief concern is how birthdays 
will be celebrated now that 
they are leaving kindergarten. 
I am finishing my second year 
as a math teacher at Nyack 
High School. Next year, I will 
be starting a chess club at 
my school. My wife Tamara 
was the co-chair for last year’s 
GMWS benefit which raised 
money for the school’s first 
endowment. She asked me 

to remind you that the next 
benefit is on March 24, 2018. 
Save the date! And I hope to 
see everyone at the Alumni 
Tent at this year’s Fall Fair. I’ll 
be there for most of the day. 
Please stop by to say hi (and 
to talk about plans for our 
25th reunion)!”

Kate (McMechen) Ellis: 
“My husband, Jason, and 
I are still settling in here in 
Hawaii after our move from 
England last autumn. It is very 
different! While we miss our 
friends back in England, we 
are enjoying the sun and the 
beach. After much difficulty, 
we are expecting a baby in 
late September, and have our 
fingers firmly crossed. Feeling 
lots of joy and fear!“

Jason and Kate 
Ellis
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Andrea Hiller: “Not a whole 
lot has changed for us this 
past year. We’re still living in 
Brooklyn and watching our 
boy grow so quickly before 
our eyes—this summer he 
was 2½. I’m still at home with 
him full time, and though I 
wouldn’t have it any other way, 
it is a very challenging task 
day in and day out. But I do 
find it fascinating to watch him 
learn and discover the world; 
seeing everything through his 
eyes is very refreshing. I often 
find that I have a glimpse into 
his thought processes as he’s 
learning and he amazes me so 
often with what he knows. This 
past year, I have found myself 
driving by Green Meadow 
very often as we go to visit 
my parents and it brings back 
so many memories of a youth 
that is sliding ever further 
away. In other news, I am very 
excited for my husband who 
finally realized a dream of 
his: curating an art show in 

Long Island City this summer. 
Following that, in August, we 
took Dante to visit the tiny 
Greek island where his grand-
father grew up.”

Viviane (Brigouleix) 
Haughery: “I continue to 
home-school my girls via 
cyber-based curriculum and 
online classes. We love this 
option because it enables us 
to spend more time together 
and pursue unique interests. 
My daughter Hannah loves 
crafting and is always creat-
ing something each day. I’ve 
given her a section of the 
basement just for her endeav-
ors. She is also interested in 
robotics and attended a sum-
mer camp at a local univer-
sity. My daughter Constance 
is a blossoming chef and 
helps me nearly every day in 
the kitchen with baking and 
dinner prep. Her specialty is 
pineapple cake. My youngest 
daughter, May Jean, is still the 

cutest and loudest of us all. 
She insisted on wearing tights 
all winter long. Just tights with 
a shirt – certainly no skirt or 
dress with it! I finally hid all 
the tights and now she just 
wants to wear bathing suits. 

“In my spare time, I love to 
read, design patterns for 
my Etsy business Tootylou, 
garden, camp and just be with 
my family. I’ve also started 
working part-time as a book-
keeper for a real estate bro-
kerage and enjoy the adminis-
trative aspect of the job.”

 1998
Jessica Weinstein  
jayhilda@gmail.com

July 2017: 

I am on the train from 
Germany to Paris. I just came 
from a yearly visit with four 
generations of my family in the 
tiny German town where my 

Left: Andrea Hiller ‘93 
with husband and son, 
Dante

Right: Andrea with her 
mother, Renate Hiller, 
and Dante

mailto:jayhilda%40gmail.com?subject=
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mother was born. The genera-
tions included my sister Rachel 
(class of ’01) who lives in Berlin 
with her husband and their 2 ½ 
year old daughter, Faye.

Before traveling to southern 
Germany, I visited Shelley 
(Freuman) Gutknecht in 
Hamburg. I got to see Studio 
42, the exciting new busi-
ness that Shelley opened last 
fall, located in a lovely store-
front just below the build-
ing where she lives. Studio 
42 is a space for art making 
and English learning, with 
all kinds of great classes and 
workshops for children and 
adults, as well as specially 
curated private events. If you 
ever visit Hamburg, or know 
anyone who lives there, you 
should definitely stop by: 
www.studio42hh.com. Shelley 
also tricked me into thinking 
I would meet her very sweet 
new dog Matteo who, sadly, 
was out of town with Shelley’s 
husband Nikolas. 

Before I left for Europe I 
was visiting with my other 
dearest friend Sarah (Battles) 
Franklin, and her three kids, 
Sophia, Ada, and Wynn, to 
whom I am also Auntie JJ. 
For the last several years they 
had been living in Rockland 
County, but this summer 
Sarah, her husband Joel, and 
the kids returned to Western 
New York, where Sarah was 
formerly a Waldorf teacher for 
eight years. Sarah will teach, 
and Sophie and Ada will begin 
school in the fall. On my recent 
visit, Sarah and the kids and I 
spent time with Niki (Falanga) 
Webster, at her lovely home 
in Rockland County, with 
her awesome kids Mika and 
Andrew, and her husband 
Jesse who runs the new 

Threefold Café, brilliantly it 
seems. [See Threefold Café in 
the Community News section 
of this magazine. –Editor.] It 
is very convenient that Niki 
still works as a doctor, and 
we made it with flying colors 
through a delightful evening 
of swimming, trampoline 
jumping, black eyes, broken 
glass, ticks discovered, ice 
cream, and princess firemen 
outfits. Sarah has also been 
putting on some pretty 
advanced puppet shows, 
and there is talk of a puppet 
show reunion for our class’s 
20th anniversary NEXT YEAR. 
Speaking of which, before 
Theo Bark came to Green 
Meadow he had a birthday 
party and his neighbors did 

a puppet show. It was fourth 
grade and he thinks it was the 
first time he ever had friends 
over like that. The lion puppet 
sang James Brown and the 
kids loved it and the next day 
in school they talked about it 
and he felt so cool. Actually he 
is not sure they talked about it 
but he felt cool either way.

Alec Miller is living in San 
Francisco, where he continues 
to grow his plumbing busi-
ness, Flow Form Plumbing. He 
just got a big new 2017 van for 
his business, and he reminds 
us that “The plumber pro-
tects the health of a Nation.” 
Photography is his creative 
outlet these days with his 
Sony a7. Hilary Pharr is living 

Viviane Haughery ’93 
and family 

http://www.studio42hh.com
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in Brooklyn, painting and 
drawing and working in textile 
design, and recently engaged 
to her boyfriend Sebastion 
who works in communica-
tions for the NYCLU. Frances 
Pharr is also living in Brooklyn 
with her boyfriend of 7 years, 
doing freelance design work 
and teaching in Pratt’s gradu-
ate graphic design program. 

And the baby roster! Anna 
Taylor is pregnant and I am 
sure will have given birth to 
a beautiful baby boy by the 
time this is published! I am 
sure her son Darren will be 
a perfect gentleman of an 
older brother. Abigail Chapin 
continues to make music 
and gave birth to a very cute 
baby girl this year! Seth Lynn, 
who continues to work with 
veterans, has a baby boy, who 

is not named Seth McCormick 
Lynn IIII. Speaking of babies, 
Leila Forman has continued 
to help birth them, lots and 
lots of them! She has been 
working as a midwife in her 
community for eight years 
now and enjoys bumping into 
people everywhere whom she 
has helped along the path of 
pregnancy and/or birth. Leila’s 
husband, Chris, works at a 
methadone clinic in Boston, 
which she reports is difficult 
but important work. Their  
two boys are now 2 and 4 
years old. 

As for me, Jessica Weinstein, 
my babies are mostly artistic 
in nature: I continue to work 
as an actress and performer 
across boundaries of theater, 
film, art, space and time. 
In Paris, where my train is 

headed at the moment, I will 
begin work on a film project 
that will take place in many 
different cities with strangers 
as co-stars. Right now, the sun 
is setting across the French 
countryside, we are speeding 
along, there are bales of hay, 
and it is all true.

 1999
Tina Bosch Ladd 
tinabosch@gmail.com

Anna Booth 
annalaurel@gmail.com

Kirstin Wolfe: “After years 
of working for other dentists 
all over New York, I finally 
started my own practice, in 
Brooklyn Heights, 10 months 
ago. It feels so great finally to 
work for myself and be able to 

Tina Bosch Ladd’s 
oldest brother 
David died suddenly 
last May, and she 
appreciated having 
old friends and their 
new little ones in 
attendance at his 
memorial service.

Left to right: Class 
of 1999 friends Katie 
Schmidlen with 
daughter Genevieve; 
Lily Chapin with 
daughter Willa; Tina 
Bosch Ladd with 
daughters Evelyn 
(sliding down) and 
Isla; LaLita King with 
daughter Aurora

mailto:tinabosch%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:annalaurel%40gmail.com?subject=
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grow the type of practice and 
the team that I have always 
wanted. 

“The response has been really 
positive and our rapid growth 
is exceeding my expecta-
tions!” Check out:  
brooklyndentalstudio.com

Katie (Battles) Schmidlen: 
“My daughter Genevieve 
is expecting a sibling in 
December. Since the last time 
I wrote, I’ve established my 
private psychotherapy prac-
tice: www.headandthehearth 
psychotherapy.com. My 
husband Joe and I continue to 
work on our house in northern 
Vermont (eternally).”

Ariel Henderson continues 
to live in Tucson with her 
husband, Josh, and daughter, 
Violet, who enjoys spend-
ing every afternoon with her 
grandparents, Jim and Leah 
Henderson. Ariel is trying to 
fight the good fight by work-
ing for the Civil Rights Division 
of the Arizona Attorney 
General’s Office.

LaLita Oltarsh is living in 
Puerto Rico and New York, 
loving the artist/family life and 
trying to go with the flow. 

She’s hoping to send her 
daughter to Waldorf School 
in Puerto Rico when the time 
comes. 

Ariel Henderson, her 
husband Josh, and 
daughter Violet

Below, left: LaLita with 
her husband Steven 
and daughter Aurora 
in Central Park

Below, right: LaLita 
and Aurora on the 
carousel

http://brooklyndentalstudio.com
http://www.headandthehearthpsychotherapy.com
http://www.headandthehearthpsychotherapy.com


28  |  Alumni Magazine

        Alumni Class News    Alumni Class News

 2000
Niamh B O’Hara  
niamh.ohara@gmail.com

Emily Remensperger 
emilyr118@yahoo.com

Stephanie (Antes) Knight 
MSW, LSW recently began 
working at Bergen Regional 
Medical Center in Paramus, 
NJ as a licensed social 
worker on the hospital’s 
acute inpatient psychiatric 
unit. She provides group and 
individual counseling to the 
mental health disordered and 
chemically dependent adult 
populations, a position that 
allows her to teach new skills 
and provide healing to her 
patients. Steph loves her job 
and was planning to sit for her 
LCSW credential exam in late 
August 2017.

Steph just celebrated her 
two year wedding anniver-
sary with her husband Jason 
in May 2017. She and Jason 
live in a log cabin in Warwick, 
NY and love country life. It 
was so great to see every-
one at Niamh’s baby shower 
(welcome little Birdie!!!) and 
Steph and Jason want to send 
their love and best wishes to 

all of Steph’s former class-
mates at GMWS. 

Julie (Kreisel) Burrascano: 
“I am an LCSW. I work in a 
school for children with social, 
emotional, and behavioral 
disorders doing therapeutic 
counseling and admissions. I 
still live in Rockland and I’m 
married with three children. 
I have two boys, 7 ½ and 4 ½ 
and a baby girl who’s about to 
turn 1. Life is good.”

Niamh O’Hara lives in 
Queens, NY with her hus-
band and their tiny baby, 
Bird Gonne Cassaro. Niamh 
continues to build her startup, 
Biotia (www.biotia.io),  
which works with hospitals 
to decrease the number of 

hospital-acquired infections 
and control widespread anti-
microbial resistance. She can’t 
wait to send her daughter to a 
Waldorf School.

Jake Metric is a legal editor at 
Practising Law Institute and a 
painter (www.jakemetric.net). 
He lives in Beacon, NY. 

Walker Adams is back in 
NYC full-time after several 
years of touring as a drum-
mer with various groups. You 
can find his original music on 
any streaming or download 
platform (Spotify, iTunes, 
etc.) by searching his name. 
Stay updated on his releases 
and concert schedule via his 
Facebook page at www.face-
book.com/walkeradamsmusic. 

 2000Stephanie Antes 
and Jason Knight

At right: Julie 
Burrascano with 
husband and kids

http://www.biotia.io/
http://www.facebook.com/walkeradamsmusic
http://www.facebook.com/walkeradamsmusic
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His wedding/event band, 
Downtown Lights, is available 
for hire and can be heard at 
www.downtownlightsband.
com. Contact him at  
walker.drummer@gmail.com.

Katie Adis: “After spending 
a good couple of years in 
Brooklyn (with a handful of our 
other classmates), I moved to 
Israel in 2014. I have been liv-
ing on a kibbutz up north, very 
close to the Sea of Galilee. It’s 
beautiful here... come visit! 
KateAdis18@gmail.com.”

 2001
Judie Arnold  
judie.arnold@gmail.com

These are tumultuous, deeply 
challenging times, and we 
are all no doubt grappling 
with our own perspectives, 
working to make sense of the 
changes taking place in our 
world, and deciding how we 
want to engage. As it seems 
that these days, perhaps more 
than ever, there are more 
questions than answers, it 
feels important to connect 
with our communities and 
enjoy the simple beauties 
close to the earth that keep us 
centered and sane. 

Sarah Hesse puts this beau-
tifully: “I am happily mar-
ried, living in Ithaca, NY and 
raising two boys, ages 4 and 
7. I serve on the Board of 
Trustees of the local Waldorf 
School and enjoy contrib-
uting to the growth of the 
Waldorf School community in 
the Finger Lakes. The recent 
political, social, and environ-
mental climate has brought 
many questions as I navigate 
being a mother and citizen of 
this planet. I think constantly 

about how, through my role as 
a parent, I can work towards 
solutions to the myriad of 
issues we face today. Raising 
children who will face these 
challenges seems daunt-
ing, and thinking about how 
the world will be for them as 
adults seems frightening. How 
can I help them develop the 
skills they will need to con-
tribute in a positive way to the 
health of our planet and all 
its inhabitants? What are the 
skills they will need? When 
these questions become too 
loud in my head, all I have 
to do is come back to the 
present moment and notice 
the beauty and simplicity of 
childhood. An afternoon by 
the lake, a walk in the woods, 
or a barbecue with friends 
reminds me that we are all in 
this together and that having 
a strong community of sup-
port is the only way to survive 
and maintain hope. Despite 
the challenges, there is beauty 
in the simple things, and for 

that I am so grateful!” 

Also celebrating an intimacy 
with nature and the wonder 
of childhood, Sarah Bohan 
reports to us from Central 
Maine: “We are currently 
enjoying our second summer 
in the small lake resort town 
of Winthrop. We’ve been able 
to add on to the gardens we 
started last year, and look 
forward to a busy season. 
We’ve made many improve-
ments and investments in the 
year-round indoor garden 
also. Watching Eli grow into a 
sweet, energetic and delight-
fully mischievous 2 ½ old boy 
has been the greatest joy of 
my life. He likes to garden and 
work alongside us, loves figur-
ing out how things work, and 
is stunningly adept at riding a 
mini-horse named Maya dur-
ing his lessons.

“My life is a continuous 
stream of the same types of 
work. It changes depend-
ing on the season. Most of 

Sarah Hesse and 
family (husband 
Chris, and sons 
Mason and Ethan)

http://www.downtownlightsband.com
http://www.downtownlightsband.com
mailto:walker.drummer@gmail.com
mailto:KateAdis18@gmail.com
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what I do revolves around 
food. Acquiring or growing 
it, preparing and preserving 
it, and cooking, of course. 
Also, washing and cleaning 
(things, animals, and child). 
In the summer I’m barefoot 
most of the time. Days are 
spent gardening, picking 
berries, swimming in the lake, 
and preparing for winter by 
stacking wood and clean-
ing the furnace room. Fall is 
apple picking, harvesting, 
processing and preserving 
foods, and getting the prop-
erty and house totally winter 
ready. Winter means endless 
trudging through many feet 

of snow, below-zero temps, 
hauling wood, feeding the 
furnace, and shoveling. Spring 
doesn’t really start here until 
June. That’s when the dan-
ger of frost is usually (but not 
always) over. Doing spring-
cleaning in this 2,400 square 
foot home takes over a month 
to complete. And the gardens 
need to be prepared. 

“As much as this lifestyle satis-
fies a lifelong dream of mine, 
I can’t say it has been easy. 
It seems always to be winter, 
brutally cold and snowing. 
Summer is like a beautiful 
mirage that only lasts for a 
moment. I haven’t had any 
time off from parenting in 
two and a half years. We have 
no family around, no grand-
parents, no help of any kind. 
We’ve never even left Eli with 
a babysitter to give us a few 
hours to ourselves. I am eter-
nally grateful to my husband 
for working so hard every 
single day without a day off so 
that we have everything that 
we need. It’s the price we pay 
for our freedom. I feel deeply 
gratified and fulfilled by the 
simple work of caring for my 
family. I wouldn’t change a 
thing. I wish everyone well.” I 
am sure I am not the only one 
wishing to go spend some 
time barefoot in the garden 
with Sarah! 

Taking a very different 
approach in her engagement 
with nature and our planet, 
our artist and activist Zaria 
Forman writes: “I think this 
past year has been difficult for 
everyone and I’ve spent a lot 
of it trying to figure out how 
best to speak out and raise 
awareness around the issue 
of climate change. In the last 
several years I’ve traveled 

to the Polar Regions, docu-
menting their changing icy 
landscapes. I’ve now traveled 
to both Antarctica and the 
Arctic, specifically Greenland, 
with NASA’s Operation Ice 
Bridge, which for the last 
eight years has been map-
ping the geometry of the ice 
at both poles. In Antarctica, 
we flew on 12- hour flights, 
only 1500 feet above glaciers 
and sea ice. In Greenland, the 
flights were shorter and the 
terrain much more distinc-
tive. I was able to witness an 
entirely new perspective of 
these icy continents, quite 
an honor that I am extremely 
grateful for. On my most 
recent trip to Greenland, I was 
also able to visit my mother in 
the ice fjord where I scattered 
her ashes five years ago. The 
Polar Regions hold profound 
significance in my life and in 
the midst of climate change 
debates worldwide, I feel 
they are often neglected due 
to their remoteness, among 
other issues. I have since 
returned to my studio and 
rendered these landscapes 
into large-scale drawings in 
the hopes that I can convey 
their importance to those 
who will likely never have a 
chance to see them firsthand. 
I have a show of my Antarctica 
drawings opening at Winston 
Wächter Fine Art in Seattle 
on September 9th for anyone 
who wants to experience 
these landscapes without 
traveling thousands of miles.” 
I think we should all go!

Just a few miles away, 
Deborah Schaeffer is also 
turning to her work as a 
centering and motivating 
force. “After 10 years of 
teaching high school, my work 
continues to fill my life with 

Sarah Bohan and 
son Eli
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purpose and meaning, and to 
guide my way in these dark 
and disorienting times. I may 
not be able to solve the many 
crises facing our country and 
planet, but I can create a safe 
and welcoming container for 
young people to learn, think, 
question, experience success, 
and develop their sense of self. 
I can continue to nurture and 
elevate the voices of students 
who have been marginalized 
by society, and let their 
natural brilliance and wisdom 
shine through. I can continue 
to reinvent myself as an 
educator, explore the endless 
possibilities, and break out 
of the mold that a test-based 
system imposes. It is a never-
ending process, and with 10 
years under my belt, I still feel 
that I’ve only just scratched 
the surface. But I’m looking 
forward with anticipation and 
excitement to what the next 
school year could bring.”

During one of her many travel 
adventures, Deborah went to 
visit Jessica Mansbach, who 
is enjoying life in Cuba where 
she is a medical student 
(going into her 5th year) in 
Havana. Jessica generously 
invites us all to visit her there. 
(Yes, please!)

While his work takes him up 
and down the East Coast, 
Ethan Dropkin lives in Jersey 
City, NJ with his wife of nearly 
three years, Liz Kushner. “We 
mainly spend our time getting 
settled into our new apart-
ment (we recently moved 
about two blocks), working, 
or visiting our niece who 
lives only a few blocks away 
and is adorable at just over 
2 years old. Currently I work 
for Larry Weaner Landscape 
Associates, a landscape 

design firm that focuses 
on landscape inspired by 
native plants and native 
plant communities. I get to 
work on private, commercial, 
municipal, and institutional 
landscape projects from 
Maine to Virginia. This past 
February-March, Liz and I took 
an amazing two-week road 
trip from Joshua Tree National 
Park up the California coast to 
Palo Alto. We spent our time 
eating, hiking, visiting family 
and friends, wildlife spotting, 
and generally just having an 
adventure.”

Across the river, Claudia 
Robinson is still working as 

a leather stamper, and con-
tinuing her glass work. She 
is looking forward to seeing 
everyone at the Fall Fair! 

Jacob Goodman, who 
writes to us from Colorado, 
is looking forward to host-
ing a 13-year-old Japanese 
exchange student this sum-
mer, and is trying to take 
his Japanese cooking and 
language skills to the next 
level. Oishi! In addition, he is 
growing food in his garden, 
climbing plenty of rocks and 
trying to de-carbonize. 

Back in New York, Nikaya 
Becker-Matero married Paul 

Deborah Schaeffer 
and her students
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Saks on June 17, 2017 (a 
beautiful celebration that I 
was thrilled to attend!). She 
continues to work as a super-
vising clinical psychologist at 
Manhattan Psychiatric Center. 

As for me, Judie Arnold, I am 
still trying to wrap my mind 
around the whirlwind of the 
past year. In August of 2016, 
Joseph Leston and I were 
married in a lovely little City 
Hall ceremony (much to the 
dismay of some, such as a 
classmate who was quick to 
point out that I owe everyone 
a party. Point taken!). We had 
the chance to spend a cele-
bratory week frolicking around 
the French countryside as 
newlyweds in September, and 
took a fantastic road trip to 
explore Slovenia and Croatia 
this June. While travels will be 
more local for some time in 
the near future, I feel that our 
adventures are just beginning 

as we prepare for the arrival of 
our first child in November.

 2002 
Maryam Moody 
maryam.moody@gmail.com

Laura Rindlaub: “It’s been a 
busy couple of years for my 
family and me. My husband 
Jason and I returned to the 
NYC area from Denver back 
in 2014. Between then and 
now, I somehow managed to 
finish my PhD in child clini-
cal psychology, complete a 
postdoctoral fellowship 
working with adolescents with 
suicidal and high-risk behav-
iors, and get licensed in NY 
and NJ. We also bought a 
condo in Orange, NJ because 
we needed more space for 
our giant dog and... a baby! 
Our daughter Kate was born 
in December of 2016, and 

we couldn’t be happier. I’m 
working two days a week in a 
private group practice close 
to home, and get to see a lot 
more of Sara Adler, Kristin 
Cook, and Rachel Matusow 
Wynne, which is such a bless-
ing. Life is full and rich!”

Sara Adler: “I had a baby! 
Isla (pronounced eye-la) 
Lucille Hutchison, she’s 4 
months old! We are still 
living in Jersey City in our 
now-squished apartment. 
Although I’m staying home 
to take care of Isla, I’m 
still keeping busy in the 
Montessori world, doing the 
music program at my school 
this summer. It will be my 4th 
summer teaching Movement 
to Montessori teachers in 
training. And as always, I 
continue to write silly songs 
for family and friends, hoping 
to become famous and make 
millions off it one day...”

Laura Rindlaub and 
family
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Maryam Moody: “I’m still 
living in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, with my partner and our 
1-year-old daughter Anneli. 
I’m a clinical social worker in 
the medical field and I love 
it. I’m happy to catch up with 
(and host!) any classmates 
visiting the Bay Area.”

 2003
Arielle Mendelsohn  
arielle.mendelsohn@gmail.com

Sara Gordon Halawa 
sarafgordon@gmail.com

In 2003 when our classmates 
voted us class reps, we agreed 
wholeheartedly. Between the 
two of us, we felt like we could 
keep in touch with the class, 
be responsible enough not 
to drop the ball on collecting 
updates every year, and that 
we would want to stay con-
nected to GMWS community 
for years to come. Fourteen 
years later here we are, still in 
frequent contact with many of 
our classmates, working jobs 
that require the responsibility 
of wrangling people together 
to stay connected, and still 
very much tied to GMWS. 
Maybe our classmates had 
a hunch, maybe it was just 
luck. But if there’s anything we 
would be honored to rep for 
life, it’s our class. Each year 
we’re amazed at what every-
one is doing and contributing 
as students, teachers, parents, 
partners, storytellers, helpers, 
healers, and simply as good 
humans in the world. 

Dasha Alexander: “I’m still 
working at my little pro-
gressive charter school in 
the Bronx. In my role as an 
academic leader, I balance 
teaching, teacher-coaching, 

and curriculum development. 
My son, Elias, 8, partner, 
Chris, and I are still living in 
Eastchester, NY. One exciting 
update is that I will be meet-
ing up with Colin (Doolittle) 
and Caitlin (Ragland) in Cape 
Cod this summer!”

Congrats to Daniel Bieber, 
who became a father this 
year! When we asked him 
to send an update, he 
responded with, “Baby! 
My wife and I welcomed 
our daughter, Odelia, into 
our home on August 26th, 
2016. So tired! So fun! In 
September I’ll begin a new 
(yet familiar) part of my life, as 
the 1st grade class teacher at 
Green Meadow. I’m excited 
and nervous!”

Sara Gordon Halawa writes 
from Somerville, MA where 
she has been living for the 
past two years with her 
husband Jamal and two step 
daughters Zia, 12, and Muna, 
5. “I’ve spent the past year 
working again as a community 
organizer with public housing 
residents to preserve afford-
able housing in the face of 

wide scale gentrification in 
our city. It’s been a rewarding 
challenge to share my energy 
between my community 
and my home. This fall we 
are expecting a baby. I look 
forward to the opportunity to 
turn my full attention toward 
our family for a while.” 

Anna La Tourette updates us 
from Western Massachusetts, 
in the town of Montague. 
“I am living with two lovely 
people in a sweet home with 
vegetable gardens, a wood 
burning stove, and lots of 
surrounding rivers to go 
swimming in. I’m working as a 
therapist at a local outpatient 
mental health clinic. I’ve just 
returned from Peru where 
I did a spiritual retreat and 
am now working towards my 
next level of licensing so I can 
eventually work for myself 
rather than an institution!”

Liana Lewis is approaching 
her 6th year of working at 
BAM (Brooklyn Academy of 
Music) and recently wrapped 
up managing the annual film 
festival, BAMcinemaFest. 
Last fall, Liana and Adrian 

Left: Maryam 
Moody ’02 and 
family

Above: Maryam 
Moody and 
daughter Anneli

mailto:arielle.mendelsohn@gmail.com
mailto:sarafgordon@gmail.com
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welcomed a new member to 
the family, a 2 year old rescue 
mix named Biggie Smalls. 
This fall, Biggie will become a 
jealous big brother to a baby 
boy due around Halloween! 
Congrats, Liana! 

Congrats are also in order for 
Jenna Lieberman, who has 
much to celebrate! “Located 
in between the Co-op and 
Meadowlark, I have managed 
to create a wonderful home 
with Dave my partner, who just 
recently asked me to marry 
him and I said yes! After one of 
the most intense years of my 
life going to graduate school 
in DC, I returned to Chestnut 
Ridge with a Masters in 
Special Education. I have been 
working at Green Meadow 
and Otto Specht, teaching 
reading, writing, spelling and 
providing educational support. 
Next year, I will work at Green 
Meadow as the Educational 
Support teacher, provid-
ing classes and support for 
reading, writing, spelling, ESL 
and math! Some of you may 
remember how much I strug-
gled in school, and for that 
reason this work is that much 
more meaningful to me.”

When Arielle Mendelsohn 
isn’t at home in NYC, she can 
usually be found escaping to 
western MA, where she builds 
fires in the winter and in the 
summer tends to the garden, 
which she planted this year 
full of Japanese vegetables. 
She loves the flexibility that 
comes with working as a 
freelancer in digital produc-
tion and is currently starting a 
business that she’s excited to 
share more about next year 
once it’s launched! 

Katie Mueller is still living in 
beautiful northern California 

with her boyfriend, Mike, 
and just passed the 10-year 
mark working for the same 
engineering company. “In my 
spare time, I’ve been honing 
my homesteading skills with 
lots of gardening, jamming (as 
in making jam), and quilting.”

Sending news from the 
farthest away geographically, 
Anisa Oswald is still living 
in Greece and reporting 
on the refugee crisis for 
outlets including Al Jazeera 
English (thanks to GMWS 
graduate Nick Alexandra 
’97’s connection), Slate, AJ+, 
Middle East Eye, CNN, and 
BBC. “I’m about to start 
working again with Columbia 
University under their Global 
Migration Program with the 
new fellows for the next 3-4 
months. I’ve started looking 
into doing some stories in 
other parts of the world like 
India and Nepal, but I think 
this will happen sometime in 
the fall.” You can check out 
Anisa’s work on her website:  
www.fahrinisa.com

Caitlin (Stern) Ragland sends 
news from Texas! “My husband 
and I moved back to the Dallas 
area about two years ago to 
be closer to family. I finished 
my Master’s degree in forensic 
nursing in December and have 
been working as an adult and 
adolescent sexual assault nurse 
examiner. I have also continued 
to work in the ER but after 6 
years I decided I’m ready for a 
change, so in July I’ll be starting 
my new job as case manager at 
the same hospital.”

Iara Sapoznikow has been 
doing a massage program 
in Portland, OR, which will 
be completed at the end of 
September, after which she 
plans on opening a private 

practice (exact location 
TBD) combining home-birth 
midwifery and massage. She’s 
been enjoying learning more 
deeply about the human body 
and how all the muscles and 
supporting structures work 
together, and why they give 
us troubles. Iara spends a lot 
of weekends commuting back 
and forth between Portland 
and beautiful Central Oregon 
to spend time with her boy-
friend. She is looking forward 
to a summer of river-dipping 
and maybe a few camping 
trips. Iara misses all of you and 
sends you hugs!

 2004
Alexandra Karnow 
Alexandra.karnow@gmail.com

Alyssia Abbott still lives in 
Rotorua, New Zealand. She 
survived her first year self-
employed as a massage 
therapist and Pilates method 
instructor. She spends all her 
free time and money renovat-
ing her house and spoiling her 
two dogs, Sulu and Xena. 

Gabriel Cansino: “I’m still 
living in LA with Fiona and 
Rafael. Our band Sikemor is 
planning its first West Coast 
tour in late July. Aside from 
music, I’m still playing some 
poker, as well as working with 
a high-schooler with autism. 
I started working with him in 
December, and it’s been nice 
rediscovering another thing 
that I love doing.”

Helen Levin: “I moved to St. 
Michaels, MD. My husband 
and I bought a coffee shop in 
an historic building, which we 
renovated and reopened on 
Memorial Day. See photos on 
our public Facebook page: 
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https://www.facebook.com/
pg/bluecrablodge/photos/. 
I’m also pregnant and due in 
November.”

Jonathan Mead: “Last August 
I shifted gears and left my role 
at the Global Fund to End 
Slavery to take on more direct 
and covert work investigating 
social justice issues in global 
supply chains. I work with a 
tight-knit team of scientists 
and investigative journalists 
to expose environmental 
and labor abuses in apparel 
production hubs in Asia. We 
engage major brands pur-
chasing from investigated 
suppliers to take action to 
remedy the injustices we doc-
ument. Though our office is 
in Manhattan, I work remotely 
from Washington DC, where 
I’ve put down roots (at least 
for now!). I’m really enjoying 
being back in the NY area 
quite frequently these days!”

Amina Rae Gurcan writes 
“I’m a stay at home mother 

caring for my two boys. My 
older son, Ensar just finished 
kindergarten and we are 
looking forward to starting 1st 
grade at Green Meadow. ”

Samuel Negin: “I’m starting 
an MS in Speech Language 
Pathology at NYU after having 
taken over my dad’s day trad-
ing business. After gradua-
tion, I’ll be starting a prac-
tice geared toward aphasia 
patients and stroke victims.”

Gabrielle Stryker and her fam-
ily have been living in northern 
California for the past year and 
prior to that were in Hamburg, 
Germany. Mendocino is a 
beautiful coastal town and is a 
really great place to raise chil-
dren. Her 20-month-old son, 
Mio, goes to the beach every 
day and loves lying down in 
the warm sand and splashing 
around in the water. Gabrielle 
works as a marketing direc-
tor for one of the local luxury 
inns and has been building a 
photography portfolio at the 

same time. Soon the family 
will be shipping off to Sweden 
to celebrate her brother Errol 
Stryker ’02’s wedding. He will 
be marrying a lovely Swedish 
girl named Lisa. The family is 
slowly but surely expanding 
and it’s been another incred-
ible year! 

Anya Wolfe: “I graduated 
from Stony Brook School 
of Dental Medicine in May 
2017 and I look forward to 
beginning residency training 
at Tufts Medical Center in 
Boston. After living in New 
York my whole life, I am 
excited to move to a new city 
and continue my training in a 
hospital setting where I hope 
to become more familiar with 
dental emergencies and facial 
trauma—things I categorize as 
“the fun stuff.”

As for me, Alexandra 
Karnow, I have joined a fam-
ily practice in Ithaca, NY and 
am enjoying the work and 
the town. 

Left: Gabrielle 
Stryker ‘04 and 
Leandro; right: 
Leandro holding son 
Mio in Italy

https://www.facebook.com/pg/bluecrablodge/photos/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/bluecrablodge/photos/
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 2005
Nuranisa Rae 
nunirae@gmail.com

Nuriya Oswald 
nuriya.oswald@gmail.com

Ben McFeeters had twin 
boys, bought a minivan and 
learned how to grow white 
hair. 

Chelsea Hoel still lives in 
Colorado. She is not making 
any more babies after having 
two! Chelsea has a super 
awesome ‘mom car’ and she’s 
starting to feel old. 

Josiah Giuliano currently 
lives in Westchester, NY 
working at White Plains 
Hospital. Josiah is a manager 

of Talent Management, and 
is responsible for attracting, 
developing and retaining 
the top doctors, nurses and 
employees of the hospital. 
In his spare time, Josiah 
can be found utilizing his 
Waldorf roots and drawing 
comics (called “The Manimal 
Chronicles”) and designing 
underwater landscapes in his 
fish tanks.

Jenny Zimberg says that this 
was a year of new music! She 
wrote more songs than most 
years, many new ones came 
to her; and she’s happy to be 
playing more shows, sharing 
with people. She also looks 
after a two-year-old child 
many mornings a week and 
she enjoys it immensely. Seth 
and Jenny have been living in 
their own place for a year now, 
after living with some friends 
and their children. Now those 
children come over to Jenny 
and Seth’s house and they 
have had to explain in detail 
why the inside of their house 
is smaller than the outside 

 

Don’t forget to join 
GMWS Connect, a 
new private online 
community for Green 
Meadow alumni, their 
parents, faculty and 
staff, and current 
GMWS parents. 
Connect with former 
classmates and 
teachers, stay up to date on alumni news and events, search for 
(or post) a job, offer or ask for mentorship, and much more at 

www.gmwsconnect.org!

Left: Ben McFeeters 
and family

Right: Chelsea Hoel’s 
children

http://www.gmwsconnect.org
http://www.gmwsconnect.org
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and why we don’t live in the 
whole large house—apart-
ment living is new to them, it’s 
rare in the country. Life is full 
of good work!

Anna Holland Weil 
successfully finished her 
first and last year teaching 
German at Cypress Creek 
High School in South Orlando, 
which was a wonderful and 
amazing experience, and 
now her family is beginning 
a new adventure: they will 
be moving to Kuwait in 
August to teach at A’Takamul 
International School. Anna 
and her husband were both 
offered teaching positions 
there and accepted the offers. 
She will be a permanent high 
school and middle school 
sub for the upcoming year, 
but is looking to further her 
career as a German teacher 
once they have moved there. 
They are planning to stay 
for as long as they like it, 
whether that is just one year 
or more. Anna’s children will 

hopefully be enrolled in a 
bilingual preschool. Alexander 
is 2 and can talk up a storm, 
and David, 4, has flourished 
at the Montessori school 
he attended this past year 
(no Waldorf in Orlando). 
He can more or less read, 
and has grown so much in 
his friendships. The family’s 
leaving will be bittersweet but 
Anna is looking forward to the 
next chapter in their lives!

Margot Chauncey has had an 
interesting year. She gradu-
ated from an accelerated nurs-
ing program with her BSN! 
She is currently studying for 
the boards and will be taking 
them in a few weeks, and then 
will be a registered nurse. She 
said it’s been a tough road, 
but totally worth it. Margot 
gave a little shout out to 
her constant inspiration and 
cheerleader, Nuranisa Rae.

Above, far left: 
Seth and Jenny live 
together and are 
neighbors with Sara 
Parrilli ’00 in nearby 
Harlemville. They 
took this photo 
before they left for 
a month traveling 
through Northern 
Europe visiting 
friends and Jenny 
playing some music. 
The day before they 
return, Sara is off to 
China for a month 
to work at Waldorf 
Camp! 

Above center and 
right: Anna Holland 
Weil with her kids; 
her son Alexander

At left: Margot’s 
mother pinning her 
at Margot’s pinning 
ceremony this past 
May. Being a nurse 
practitioner, Julie 
Bouchet-Horwitz 
was allowed to pin 
Margot, in the long 
standing nursing 
graduation ritual.
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After graduation in May, 
Margot and her husband 
traveled around Europe for 
a month. It’s been a very 
rewarding year. 

Jake Abdalla and Stephen 
Mueller started a business 
last year, and you might be 
relieved to hear that their 
corporate policy is never to 
steal lunch. Stephen is a mad 
scientist wizard in the lab 80 
hours a week, Jake made 

some phone calls and sent 
some wires. It’s all coming 
together quite nicely! Their 
creation, Mile High Labs, is a 
botanical extraction company 
specializing in the extraction 
of Cannabidiol (CBD) oil and 
concentrates from Hemp 
plants. Jake lives in Las 
Vegas and Stephen lives in 
Colorado. 

Nuriya Oswald moved to 
Sweden last October, just 

in time for sunsets at 3pm. 
Luckily she’s still able to 
spend time in the Gaza 
Strip where she enjoys long 
sunny days with close friends 
and colleagues, while also 
working on Palestinian human 
rights and international 
legal issues. She still rides 
her bicycle everywhere and 
remains a true menace of  
the roads. 

Above left: Stephen 
Mueller in the lab 
Right: .5 kg of crude 
oil turned into 3.3 kg 
of stunning distillate.

Below, images 
courtesy of  
Nuriya Oswald: 
Left: Deir el-Balah 
refugee camp 
Right: View of Gaza 
City from the tip of 
the port
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 2006
Hana (Conlon) Reznick  
hana.conlon@gmail.com 

Ella Johnson  
eliajohnson28@gmail.com

Hana (Conlon) Reznick: “I 
am living in NYC with my 
husband, and working at 
Columbia University Medical 
Center as a Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner, specializing in 
Rheumatology.”

Morgan Greenstreet: “It’s 
been a busy year so far, a lot 
of travel: I started 2017 with 
a month in Nigeria, doing 
original research into the 
popular music scenes in Lagos 
and Edo State, for Afropop 
Worldwide. Then, in March, 
my group Karikatura toured 
five countries in Latin America 
through a program called 
American Music Abroad. In 
July we went on our sixth 
European tour, and we’re 
finishing up our second full-
length album, Ghost Light. 
I’m really excited about this 
record, can’t wait to share it 
with you all! I’m still living in 
Ridgewood, New York, with 
my special lady friend. I’m the 
managing editor of a podcast 
series, Afropop Closeups. Life 
is good!”

Now going on four years in 
Berkeley, CA, Max Judelson 
recently composed, arranged, 
and performed music on 
upright bass ranging from 
underwater seascapes to 
singing J.S. Bach arias for 
performances at the San 
Francisco International Arts 
festival. He is accompanying 
ballet, modern and 
improvised dance classes 
on cello at Stanford, UC 
Berkeley, the San Francisco 

Conservatory of dance, 
freelancing in musical theater 
pit orchestras and symphonies 
while maintaining a small 
private lesson studio. As a 
bicycle racer Max travelled to 
China last year to race, and he 
races throughout the United 
States under the Rock Lobster 
Cycles banner. He finished 
29th at the 2017 Cyclo-cross 
national championships in the 
Pro field and 7th in the single-
speed category. 

Helaine Schonfeld: “The last 
year has been pretty busy 
in a very good way. I just 
graduated in May with my 
Master’s degree in Clinical 
Nutrition. I also started a 
new job three months ago, 
which I love. I am working as 
a nutritionist at Naturna, a 
fertility clinic on the Upper 
East Side. I also do nutrition 
and lactation counseling for 
private clients when I am not 
at the clinic. I am still living in 
Brooklyn with my boyfriend.”

Kate (Rudish) Steele: 
“I’m living in NYC with my 
husband Colin, and am an 
in-house counsel at PepsiCo 
in Purchase, NY, advising on 
corporate governance and 
securities matters, as well as 
providing legal support to the 
PepsiCo Foundation.”

 2007
Kemal Lowenthal 
yunuskemallowenthal@ 
gmail.com

Hasan Oswald has resettled 
in NYC after 5 years abroad. 
He is working for GoldCrest 
Films in the West Village and 
is excited to premier their 
latest for National Geographic 
titled “Hell on Earth: The Fall 

of Syria & The rise of ISIS” at 
the Tribeca Film Festival. His 
directorial debut will premier 
in late 2017, concerning a 
post-industrial America. 

Kasia Krzoska just accepted 
a position as Senior Product 
Manager at Skype. She is 
leading the team building 

Top: Max with his 
bass. Above: Max 
during the Northern 
California and 
Nevada district 
championships 
December 2016. He 
finished 2nd behind 
Tobin Ortenblad 
(one of the top 5-10 
in the country).

http://www.afropop.org/35688/edo-highlife-culture-politics-and-progressive-traditionalism/
http://www.afropop.org/35688/edo-highlife-culture-politics-and-progressive-traditionalism/
http://karikaturanyc.com/
mailto:yunuskemallowenthal@gmail.com
mailto:yunuskemallowenthal@gmail.com
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Skype’s strategy and product 
for monetization. In her free 
time she hikes, travels, and is 
helping to organize TEDxSF 
(October 2017). She is cur-
rently living in San Francisco.

Zachary Schneider is liv-
ing in Washington Heights, 
and recently graduated 

from Columbia with a 
Masters of Public Health 
in Epidemiology. He is still 
working on trying to find out 
what comes now that he not 
a student any more, but is 
hoping to stay in NYC either 
to research infectious disease 
or join the Department of 
Health.

Max Oscar is finishing up 
his doctorate in physical 
therapy this month. He will 
be working in Sag Harbor in 
the Hamptons as a physical 
therapist in an orthopedic/
sports clinic. Ultimately, Max’s 
plans for the next 5 years 
are up in the air. He has a 
lot of interests that he will 
pursue in the PT field leading 
to specializations in various 
types of manual therapy and 
exercise modalities. (He has 
been strongly considering 
Pilates and the Schroth 
Method for scoliosis, to 
name a couple.) He also 
will be working towards a 
specialization in orthopedics, 
possibly sports PT as well. 

Kemal Lowenthal has fin-
ished his time in Maine 
teaching woodworking and 
being the grades chair at the 
Maine Coast Waldorf School. 
He is moving back with his 
wife, Rana, and 7-month old, 
Nur, and will be teaching 
math at Green Meadow. He is 
excited to be moving back to 
the place that he calls home 
and to be around family and 
friends as he and his wife 
embark on this crazy and won-
derful ride of parenthood.

Mary Ianuzzi received her 
Masters of Education in 
school counseling two years 
ago from Teachers College, 
Columbia University. After 
her two year stint in New 
York she moved back to 
Seattle. She is working with 
a nonprofit called Treehouse 
that supports youth who have 
experienced foster care. Mary 
works directly with youth in 
schools and loves that she 
gets to be a positive force in 
the lives of youth who have 
experienced many challenges. 

Left: Kasia Krzoska 
Right: Zach 
Schneider with 
Nick DeFelice, the 
postdoc who helped 
him with his thesis 
research

Below: Kemal 
Lowenthal with wife 
Rana and baby Nur.
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After an eight-year hiatus 
Mary has picked the cello 
back up and plays in a local 
orchestra. She continues to 
knit and play ultimate.

Zach Pernice has been living 
in Florida for just over a year 
and a half. He attended 
and graduated from the 
Motorcycle Mechanics Institute 
of Orlando and is factory 
certified with both Kawasaki 
and BMW. Zach is now a 
motorcycle technician at an 
independent race shop in 
Daytona and also plays drums 
for a locally-signed funk and 
blues band on the weekends.

Erin Schirm is still coaching 
the National Junior 
Orienteering team. He has 
been teaching part time PE at 
a K-8 school and building his 
adventure running business 
which is a program for kids 
to teach them running, 
navigation, and how to have 
and develop healthy bodies.

Danielle “Dani” Scherer is 
living in Maine and still loving 
all that it has to offer. She 
teaches adult education and 
travels around the country 
training teachers to work with 
refugees who do not have a 
formal education background. 
When she is not teaching or 
designing curriculum, she is 
most likely next to a body of 
water, in the garden, x-country 
skiing in the winter or 
searching for a house to buy!

 2008
Jessalyn Traino  
jessalyn.traino@gmail.com

Fiona Cansino: “Still living 
in LA. My band Sikemor has 
been playing around LA a 
bunch this year, and we’re 

about to go on our first mini 
tour up the coast, which I’m 
pretty excited about! I’m 
currently working part time 
teaching dance and voice, 
and am starting a new job in 
September, choreographing 
at a kids’ musical theater 
program.”

Dylan Farrell-Bryan just 
finished her first year of a PhD 
in Sociology at the University 
of Pennsylvania, focusing 
on immigration and gender, 
and is excited about living in 
Philadelphia!

“I’m wearing more and going 
out less, and I’m into country 
music now, so things are 
pretty weird,” says Alexandra 
(Damiano) Luyster, who 
bought a house last year in 
New Jersey with her husband 
Steve and adorable dog 
Hercules!

Anna Marlow is in NYC, 
working as a pediatric Speech 
Language Pathologist and 
clinical supervisor for first year 
therapists at a private practice 
in Chelsea (City Sounds of 
NY). She got engaged in 
December!

Aidan Nelson is building a 
big set of binoculars out of 
two telescopes. He has a job 
at a theater and is going back 
to school in the fall to study 
creative uses of tech at NYU 
Tisch.

Adrienne Sibrizzi lives in the 
San Francisco area now, and is 
going into her second year of 
teaching at a Waldorf charter 
school!

Beno Stewart is headed to 
California at the end of July 
(South Bay Area)! He currently 
works in digital marketing, but 
is looking to pivot to another 
field soon.

Sebastian Stryker is in 
Scottsdale, AZ, with his 
girlfriend, working for 
MINDBODY as a Regional 
Sales Development Manager.

Jessalyn Traino is the 
administrator of a classical 
music nonprofit, the Center 
for Musical Excellence, 
and will join the music 
department at Rutgers 
University in late summer of 
this year. In her free time she 
is an EMT, and loves it!

 2009
Zeynep Doganata Shafei  
zdoganata@gmail.com

Jan Bushman: “Since last 
October I’ve been working 
in ticket sales and services 
for the Philadelphia 76ers. 
The basketball team has 
been adding young talent 
over the years and is near 
the surface of becoming 
the next big team in the 
city of Philadelphia. Paired 
with that talent on the court 
is arguably the best ticket 
sales staff in all of sports as 
we lead the NBA in new full 
memberships sold for the 
2017-18 season. A couple 
of players still need to be 
added but Philly is hungry 
for a winning team and ready 
to explode in the next few 
years. It’s been a fun ride so 
far and we will see what’s 
to happen in the coming 
months. Sales can take a toll 
on me from time to time as 
I’m expected to make over 
80 phone calls a day, but the 
work environment is loose 
and fun. We recently went 
on a company trip to Atlantic 
City as a reward for hitting 
our goal and I didn’t even 
get fired for being drunk!”
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Zeynep Doganata Shafei: 
“This spring I left the world of 
media at Forbes and started 
working as a software devel-
opment engineer at Amazon 
on one of their core advertis-
ing teams. I’m still slowly pur-
suing my masters in Computer 
Science at NYU part-time, 
savoring snippets of student 
life a few hours a week and 
through swamped weekends. 

In other news, we recently 
moved 30 blocks north to 
Hamilton Heights and look 
forward to exploring another 
Harlem neighborhood!”

Noah Flint: “I’ve lived in 
California as a working musi-
cian for the last 5 years. This fall 
I’m going back to school on a 
scholarship at William Paterson 
in NJ to finish my bachelors in 

jazz performance. I’d say I’m 
a broke jazz musician but I’ve 
loved my life so far!”

Adam Holland’s latest adven-
tures include buying a $300 
Ford Taurus and getting a job 
at the nation’s largest automo-
tive parts retailer, Advance 
Auto Parts. See boxed text.

Isabel Masback Hendrick 
is currently married with 

N
estled in the bustling downtown of Spring 
Valley (notable for its inclusion in the 
1948 “last-whistle stop” campaign led 
by Harry Truman), Advance Auto Parts at 
number 80 Route 59 is a remnant of the 

past, a reminder of simpler days, of bricks and mortar 
and mom and pop. Bill, the general manager, is polite 
to everyone, setting a perfect gentleman’s example. 
Janet, the assistant manager, goes dancing after every 
shift. Anthony has a lazy eye but a heart of gold. Justin 
is a ladies man and my compatriot. I am a weekend 
mechanic car nerd with enough experience to piece 
together what you need and enough intelligence to 
guess when I don’t know. Together we make what is 
the destination for many, many, non-English speakers in 
a variety of shades and flavors. 
The old Haitian man to your left needs some 20w-50 
for his Crown Victoria, they run those into the 400 
thousands miles. The Polish gentleman behind the 
counter is arguing with Janet over which is the cor-
rect A/C hose. They are both incorrect but it is difficult 
to describe hoses with hand gestures and pronouns. 
In front of me is a young man from Guatemala, who I 
believe wants a rebate for his oil change kit, but I’m not 
sure why he keeps saying “flon.” Oh, Teflon tape, yes, 
we have that in aisle 3 sir. 
Let’s leave the store now and travel East, towards the 
heart of Spring Valley. Known simply as “Pascack,” to 
the New York and Erie Railroad company in the 1800s, 
Spring Valley was later known as “Scotland” by its 
mostly Scottish inhabitants. Not until later did residents 
begin to call the area Spring Valley, due to the natural 
spring in Valley Pond, now the central park and water 
supply to the area. Near this pond, let’s travel on, along 
Dutch Lane, past the apartments and slowly where a 
line of goslings waddle dutifully behind their mothers. 
Traffic will stop, and phones will come out to capture 
the action. In a town with considerable ugliness, this 

natural moment remains untarnished. Traffic clears, and 
we are on our way, across Route 45, past Sam’s Petrol, 
and onto Union Road. 
We aren’t in the oldest part of SV, but we are in territory 
that has been occupied by the same people for the lon-
gest. Bruno, of Joe’s Tire, with the motto: “Let It Ring” 
(the phone, that is), is Joe’s son, Joe of innumerable 
age and prodigious skill in model boat making. Bruno 
went to the elementary school near the corner of Saddle 
River and 59 before it was taken over by the Orthodox 
Jews. Their extended residency in the area is appar-
ent in the junk they have accumulated. This isn’t the 
orderly, Snap-On exclusive, painted concrete floor type 
of shop. This is the generations of dust and dirt, nuts and 
bolts, boxes, bags, spares, bads, news, not-sures, and 
everything in between shop. The how-the-hell-do-these-
guys-ever-find-anything shop. This is the mossy sedans 
parked next to burned out Civics next to rusted out 
pickups type of shop, this is the Real Spring Valley. This 
is one small shop that was extended to an office and tire 
warehouse, then body shop, then spare garage, then 
shipping container, and so on. The result is an amalgam 
of disorderly automobile equipment and ephemera that 
are as likely to cut open your shin on rusty sheet metal as 
give up hidden treasures if you look hard enough. 
And so our day goes on. Joe’s Tire is one stop of many. 
We’ll make a stop at each shop, perhaps sharing some 
conversation here and there but mostly making our way 
from the store to each garage, bearing precious parts 
in our cargo. At Skyview service in Nanuet, Dennis will 
want me to take back defective calipers, like always. At 
Caliber in New City I might get a donut, or a slice, or 
maybe just a joke or a good deal on some hardly used 
tires. Back at the store, I might answer the phone and 
say: “Advance Commercial, this is Adam, how can I 
help you?” and do my best to understand a pidgin of 
creole and English over the roar of Route 59. 
   ~Adam Holland, Class of 2008
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children, enjoying her dream 
equestrian career and living in 
Mr. Greenstreet’s old house!

Sasha Kuznetsov is going 
on his second year of being 
a father and is thoroughly 
enjoying every moment of 
it. Living in the Park Slope 
neighborhood in Brooklyn 
feels safe and has a handful of 
awesome benefits including 
constant street fairs and stoop 
sales, unique little restaurants 
with hidden backyards, cool 
music venues and bars and of 
course the massive expanse 
of Prospect Park with its 
playgrounds, ponds and 
free summer concerts. Back 
from an unforgettable trip to 
Finland, Russia and Georgia 
(the country, not the state!) 
last spring, Sasha, his wife 
Evelina, and their daughter 
Teia were ready to take on 
the rest of the summer and 
to hopefully spend some 
time on the beach. Teia is 
almost one and-a-half, she 
is a hyperactive cutie with a 
curly blond mop of hair who 
is starting to speak her first 
“grown-up” words, such as 
“fish.” She is currently on 
a mission to take over the 
world by waving at everyone 
she meets, be it a stranger 
on the subway, a rat on the 
train tracks, or a plane flying 
overhead. In other news, 
Sasha’s career is taking a 
sudden turn as he looks 
forward to becoming an 
early childhood educator at 
Manhattan’s first ever Russian 
dual-language program 
this September at The 
Bloomingdale School, PS 145.

Vivianne (Gavin) Langdon: 
“Goodbye Gavin, hello 
Vivianne! This year I’ve come 
to terms with the fact that I 

am a transgender woman, 
which has resulted in a vast 
number of personal changes, 
some of which are ongoing. 
I’m continuing to discover 
the truest form of myself, and 
am far happier in life than 
I had imagined possible. I 
am still happily working as 
a programmer at Rockstar 
Games, living with my two 
cats in San Diego.”

Brogan O’Donnell is in 
graduate school studying 
to become an occupational 
therapist.

Katie Oscar moved to Los 
Angeles 2 years ago and 
loves it! She is working in 
the art department in “the 
industry,” creating what we 
un-affectionately refer to as 
“web content.” The world 
seems to need an endless 
supply of this web content 
and its creation employs 
many people including Katie 
Oscar. In between decorating 
rooms and supplying props 
for web content, Katie designs 
short films with her two busi-
ness partners, one of whom 
happens to be a “So-Cal 
Waldorf”—the term refers to 
a Waldorf student educated 
in southern California who 
has many Waldorfian traits 
such as neat handwriting, a 
fine arts degree, high level of 
empathy etc. but who knows 
a significant amount more 
about 90’s pop culture than 
her east coast counterparts. 
In the coming months, Katie 
will be producing a short film 
based on a fairytale about 
a girl who used to be a bird 
but gets stuck as a human 
when a hunter steals her bird 
clothes. For more info about 
this movie and if you are 
interested in donating funds 

toward its creation, contact 
Katie on Facebook. The film 
will be shot in October in New 
Orleans. 

“All my love to Green 
Meadow,” she wrote. “I hope 
the new music building smells 
the same as the old one, 
because the old one smelled 
very nice, like wood, etc.”

Ezra Margono: “I graduated 
in 2013 from Stony Brook 
University with a BS in biology. 
I spent two years researching 
lung cancer biomarkers at 
the National Cancer Institute 
in Maryland and am now 
pursuing my medical degree 
at Stony Brook University 
School of Medicine. Currently 
medical school is taking up 
much of my time but I am still 
exploring photography in my 
free time, mostly document-
ing my travels and street 
scenes.”

On a perpetual quest to 
simplify his given name of 
Sundardas “Das” Powers-
Adler, Sundi, who now goes 
by “Das,” just finished his 
first year of law school at 
Washington University in St. 
Louis School of Law. This 
summer, he is living in DC and 
interning with the criminal 
division of the US Attorney’s 
Office for the Eastern District 
of Virginia, where he supports 
the federal prosecution of 
narcotics, fraud and public 
corruption, national security, 
and cybercrime cases. Das 
recently got engaged to Ariel, 
his girlfriend of over six years 
(to whom he was introduced 
back in college by fellow 
GMWS alumna, classmate 
Mara Flannery). Earlier this 
year, Ariel and Das adopted 
a calico kitten, whose favorite 
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activities are eating, sleeping, 
and cuddling. Washington, 
DC is a very interesting place 
to live, especially these days. 
St. Louis is a great place to be 
a student because the cost 
of living is low, the number 
of coffee shops, BBQ joints, 
and craft breweries is high, 
the baseball is good, and the 
zoo is not only free but also 
the best in America (See USA 
Today 10Best Readers’ Choice 
2017, “Best Zoo”). When he is 
not studying or working, Das 
enjoys sunsets, long walks in 
the concrete jungle, visiting 
the penguins at the zoo, and 
writing about himself in the 
third person.

Evan Rulfs: “I’m still living in 
DC and enjoying the sum-
mer by cooking/eating great 
food, and playing Frisbee or 
catch on the Mall, and smell-
ing the flowers on the daily 
walk to work. Ran my first 10 
mile run in the April Cherry 
Blossom Race, and my next 
goal is a half-marathon. I’ve 
been spending hours orga-
nizing our family’s thousands 
of printed photos to be 
scanned—will only use digital 
cameras hereafter. I’m looking 
forward to a two-week trip to 
England, Spain, and Italy, and 
evaluating graduate school 
programs—my interests 
include: energy, real estate, 
transportation infrastructure, 
and their interactions with 
public policy.”

Hanako Saeki: “I am still 
living in Kyoto, and enjoying 
my time living in Japan (this 
fall will mark my second year). 
I am continuing to work as a 
translator and an interpreter, 
supporting various projects 
that focus on inbound tourism 
in Kyoto, and more recently 

I have become involved in a 
media production company 
based in Tokyo. Much of 
the work allows me to work 
from home, so on my spare 
days I’ve been working on a 
small farm outside the city 
that produces vegetables for 
the local supermarkets. I am 
planning to visit New York 
in the fall, so I look forward 
to seeing those who will be 
around the area then!”

Not much has changed for 
Abigail Schwartz, who is still 
living in Manhattan and loving 
her artist lifestyle. She plans 
to keep doing that until she 
figures out what exactly it is 
she wants to do with the rest 
of her life.

Jake Sokolov-Gonzalez 
teaches 100 music students 
a week in lower Manhattan 
and Brooklyn. Teaching 
for the Third Street Music 
School Settlement, Blue 
Balloon Songwriting, and 
Arts for Art, he is interested 
in creative and improvisatory 
approaches to childhood 
musical pedagogy. He is 
currently spending the 
summer abroad working as a 
record producer in London, 
Corfu, and Havana.  
www.jakesokolovgonzalez.com

Marielle Sweeney: “I’m still 
living in Brooklyn in a small, 
3-bedroom apartment we call 
the hobbit house (since the 
ceilings are very low and we’re 
all pretty short). I’m working as 
a project manager for Zocdoc, 
a healthcare tech company 
based in Soho. Best part of 
the job is the free food, worst 
part is I don’t always have time 
to eat it. In my free time, I 
explore museums, read blogs 
on minimalism, and try to con-
vince myself to work out.”

Jessica Williams recently 
started working at a Japanese 
food company in sales, 
which has been keeping her 
busy with exciting traveling 
opportunities. 

 2015
Matteo Scher  
matteoscher@gmail.com

Paul Miele-Herndon is at 
New York University pursuing 
a degree in Global Liberal 
Studies, with a concentration 
in Contemporary Culture 
and Creative Production. He 
is also minoring in Digital 
Design; check out some of  
his recent projects at  
www.paulmh.com. Because of 
this unique degree, Paul, who 
spent his freshman year in 
Florence, will be returning to 
Florence in September, where 
he’ll spend his entire junior 
year abroad. 

James Yang is studying at the 
University of Pittsburgh. He 
is double majoring in History 
and Philosophy. 

Alice Scharf took advantage 
of some great skiing weather 
last winter and moved to the 
White Mountain area of New 
Hampshire, where she worked 
at the Cranmore Ski Resort. 
She planned to stay in New 
Hampshire through the sum-
mer working, rock climbing, 
backpacking and spending as 
much time as possible in the 
great outdoors.

Matteo Scher is currently 
writing/playing music and 
studying at Baruch College 
in that order. You can usually 
find him playing live at venues 
such as Rockwood Music Hall, 
The Bitter End, and Pianos. 

http://www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-zoo-2017/
http://www.jakesokolovgonzalez.com
http://www.paulmh.com
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Matteo just released his debut 
EP “Something Good,” which 
can be found on all platforms. 
Learn more at www.
matteoschermusic.com

Melike Baskoylu is an hon-
ors student at Rhode Island 
School of Art and Design 
(RISD) where she is majoring 
in sculpture. She is interning 
for artist Bayne Peterson while 
also working on her own tech-
nique in wood sculpture.

Takama Saeki is currently 
majoring in Archeology at 
SUNY Potsdam. He has also 
become an avid player of ulti-
mate, joining a club team that 
travels to tournaments up and 
down the East Coast. 

Noah Graham is studying 
Film Production at Emerson 
College. He recently com-
pleted his certification to 
become a licensed drone 

pilot and is doing freelance 
Steadicam and drone work. 
To see more of Noah’s work, 
check out his website at  
www.noahgraham.com. 

Zuzu Tadeushuk is a profes-
sional model whose work has 
taken her all over the world. 
Zuzu’s travels and work lead 
to interesting and entertain-
ing experiences which she 
shares on a popular blog 
called Mind the Gap, found 
at www.zuzutadeushuk.com. 
When Zuzu is not working, she 
attends Rockland Community 
College where she studies 
writing. 

Eva Kocher is double 
majoring in Hispanic Studies 
and Studio Art at Oberlin 
College. She spent part of this 
summer and continues all of 
Fall semester studying abroad 
in Valparaiso, Chile. 

Saskia Juneau is studying 
at Bishop’s University where 
she has honors in Fine Arts. 
She is studying for a major 
in Secondary Education and 
minoring in Hispanic Studies. 
She also is a part time 
Waldorf teacher in training! 
She spends her time in the 
summer planting trees in 
Northern Canada.

Isadora Scott is attending 
NYU Tisch dance, and 
minoring in Gender Studies. 
She is also studying abroad 
in Salzburg, Austria at SEAD 
(Salzburg Experimental 
Academy of Dance). She 
recently created a dance 
film, “Hold Me Tender,” 
which was accepted to the 
Bestias Danzantes dance 
film festival in Santiago, 
Chile. It was one out of 65 
films selected from 800 
submissions. You can view 

Left to right: 
Dan Saulpaugh 
(guitarist), Matteo 
Scher ’15, and Brian 
Frei ’15 performing 
at Rockwood Music 
Hall in NYC on  
May 28, 2017

http://www.matteoschermusic.com
http://www.matteoschermusic.com
http://www.noahgraham.com
http://www.zuzutadeushuk.com
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the film at the link below. 
Despite a heavy schedule, 
Isadora still finds time 
to meditate! After she 
graduates next year, she 
plans on continuing to work 
with dance, mostly likely 
outside of the United States.  
https://vimeo.com/176367732

Sabrina Liu is double 
majoring in Music Production 
and Engineering and Film 
Scoring at Berklee College 
of Music. She is also working 
in Studio Operations at her 
school as well as working as 
a music editor for NTDTV 
Asia. On top of all of this 
she is also interning as 
an archivist at the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra.

A number of our classmates 
are studying or working in the 
fields of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math 
(STEM):

Brian Frei is studying 
Meteorology at Rutgers 
University. He is currently 
interning at the Whiteface 
Atmospheric Science 
Research Center, where 
he is doing trace gas and 
meteorological data analysis 
and calibrating trace gas 
instruments. He can also 
occasionally be found 
playing bass in some of New 
York City’s local venues. 

Holly Gorin is at Ramapo 
College where she is 
majoring in Biology. 
During the school year 
she also tutors in biology 
and writing. She spent the 

summer working at CTC 
Academy, a school for kids 
with special needs in Fair 
Lawn, NJ. 

Noa Heller currently lives in 
Tel Aviv while she completes 
her service years in the IDF. 
Once completing her time 
there, she will go to college 
to become a veterinarian.

Danny Change is on a 
pre-dental track at Tufts 
University. He spent his 
summer studying Organic 
Chemistry and will be 
returning to Korea where he 
will be doing some dental 
shadowing and research. 

Corinna Steinrueck is 
majoring in Environmental 
Studies with a double 
concentration in Ecological 
Forestry and Conservation 
Biology at Warren Wilson 
College in North Carolina. 
For the summer, she took 
part in an Ecology Research 
internship at Yale University. 

Amber Shang is majoring 
in neuroscience and is on 
a pre-med track at Boston 
University. She is also doing 
research at the Whitaker 
Cardiovascular Institute at 
BUMC. 

Isaiah Thron is majoring in 
electrical engineering and 
minoring in sustainable 
engineering at SUNY 
Binghamton. He also is a key 
member of Binghamton’s 
own Tonics, an a capella 
group.

Emily Lynn is majoring in 
Exercise Science at SUNY 
Brockport. At the campus 
gym she works in the fitness 
center and at membership 
services, and teaches group 
exercise as well. F

Corinna Steinrueck ’15  
at her Ecology 
Research internship at 
Yale University

https://vimeo.com/176367732
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Jim and Leah Henderson 
live in Tucson and spend their 
afternoons with their grand-
daughter, Violet. (See Arielle’s 
update under Class of 1999.)

David Sloan: The Sloan family 
was heartbroken to hear 
about David Bosch’s passing, 
but we’ve been buoyed by 
all our treasured memories 
of interacting with the Bosch 
family over the years. I’ve just 
completed my 10th year of 
teaching at the Maine Coast 
Waldorf High School. After 
years of living on the edge 
with a student body of 40-50, 
we’re suddenly looking at a 
healthier enrollment over 60 
for the fall. Perhaps the new 
high school building, which 
should be completed by 
September, has had something 
to do with our expansion. 
Christine has been the school 
administrator for the past 
nine years, but she’s stepping 
back after the summer to do 
more grandmothering. We 
have three grandchildren 
now (Ben’s Jaxon and Zoe, 
Caitlin’s Luisa), and they are 
quite present in our lives 
these days. I’ve continued to 
dabble in poetry—I even have 
a collection out, published 
by Deerbrook Editions, 
and entitled The Irresistible 
In-Between. I also write the 
occasional article for Renewal 
magazine, teach in the Center 
for Anthroposophy’s summer 
high school teacher training, 
and consult with other Waldorf 
high schools intermittently. 
Moving from “the Ridge” to 
Maine wasn’t easy after nearly 
three decades at GMWS, 
but boy do I love the biking 
up here! Keeps an old feller 
feeling (a little) younger. 

Although I don’t use social 
media, I’d love to hear via 
email what my former students 
are doing these days.

Larry Young: “My life is pretty 
much the same as it was when 
we were together, though 
in those days my studio was 
underground and now it’s 
on the 18th floor of a condo 
in downtown Toronto. And 
instead of hanging my works 
on the walls of my studio, I 
now display them on social 
media. Good health allows me 
plenty of time to work, though 
when I take a break I often sit 
gazing out the window of my 
ivory tower toward the trajec-
tory of my native country and 
wonder what will come from 
all the chaos in the world?

“Over the years I often looked 
back on our time together 
and wondered how you are 
all doing. If you will pardon 
a sentiment from a mushy 
old man… I’m deeply grate-
ful to have been a part of 
your lives, especially at that 
decisive moment when you 
took your first footsteps into 
the wider world through the 
Green Meadow High School. 
Wishing you all well! See you 
around Facebook.”

John and Jane Wulsin and 
Candace and Richard Stern 
(alum parents) attended the 
Cowboy Poetry Festival in 
Alpine, Texas, in February 
2017. (See page 48)

Ida Oberman: “My Oakland 
public Waldorf school, 
Community School for 
Creative Education (CSCE), 
is now a full TK-8 with 253 
students scheduled to enroll 
this fall! Beyond the walls 

of the school we’re having 
impact. We’re working with 
Mills College (Oakland) and 
Alanus University (Bonn, 
Germany) and Stanford 
University’s Kyle Beckham 
to build a 1-year Waldorf 
Teaching Certificate Program 
at Mills College, focused 
on “Families of Color and 
Waldorf Education.” CSCE 
will be the lab school for the 
research and training.

“How delightful to have 
GMWS connections here at 
our Oakland school: At this 
year’s Dragon Gala we were 
blessed with the wonderful 
music of GMWS graduate 
Max Judelson ’06, who gifted 
us with music on bass. Shout 
out to Max! If you need 
cultured jazz, classical, and 
more entertainment, and 
live in the SF Bay Area, Max 
Judelson is your one! 

“Last year we had the joy 
of enrolling Andre Sumelius 
’95’s son Elvin in our 6th 
grade. Imagine our mutual 
surprise and delight when we 
discovered our GMWS shared 
roots! I was glad to forward to 
him the article on Leadership 
from GMWS Alumni Magazine 
about the founding of CSCE 
and the work of other leaders. 
Andre delighted in the many 
faces he recognized.

“Last but not least, it turns out 
that Jennie Abbingsole’s wife, 
Janis, performed the marriage 
of the CSCE 4th grade teacher 
to her spouse! What a lovely, 
remarkable way to all join in 
a beautiful celebration. The 
interconnections of care and 
love and shared work never 
cease to amaze. Come visit 
and thanks for your stories.” 

Faculty News
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One of the countless benefits 
of the location of the Green 
Meadow Waldorf School 

was our high school’s bi-annual 
participation in the Geraldine Dodge 
Poetry Festival, the largest Poetry 
festival in the world. When it began 
back in 1988, in Waterloo Village in 
Stanhope, NJ, a colonial village in 
the northwestern low mountains, 
Green Meadow was both invited 
and allowed to participate, even 
though the school day was oriented 
to New Jersey high schools, as was 
still the case when the festival moved 
to Newark, to the Performance Arts 
Center downtown. We witnessed 
large readings and talks, but we 
also were able to participate in 
workshops of 20-50 people, with all 
kinds of poets: the Nobel poet Derek 
Walcott, numerous Poet Laureates 
like Gwendolyn Brooks, Billy Collins, Rita Dove, Robert 
Pinsky, Stanley Kunitz, Galway Kinnell, and often-
awarded Li-Young Lee, who ended up reading at 
Green Meadow a couple of times—an amazing range 
of exposure and experiences. 

Little did I expect to find a Western version when we 
moved to Austin, TX in the hill country. This February, 
Jane and I went to the 30th annual Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering in Alpine, TX. There we met Candace and 
Richard Stern, long-time GMWS parents of Caitlin 
(Stern) Ragland ’03. Candace was a former Development 
Director as well as, of course, Founding and long-time 
Editor of the fine GMWS Alumni Magazine. The first 
morning we went, in the breath-steaming upper 30s, to 
an open-pit barbeque cowboy-cooked breakfast, before 
beginning two days of multiple offerings, every hour a 
new choice of at least five panels of 2-4 cowboy poets. 
Some were poets. Many were songwriters/singers. Many 
were men, a good number were especially dynamic 
women. Some were decked out to the full in traditional 
cowboy garb, including chaps and spurs. Some were 
just in hat, cowboy shirt, jeans and boots. Almost all, 

from all over the West, were working ranchers, who 
enjoyed distilling their experience into song or poetry. 
Everyone was touching. Some quite humorous, some 
potently rendering harsh dimensions of cowboy life, 
some exquisitely tender and beautiful. We four, Sterns 
and Wulsins, enjoyed a tasty and almost historic dinner 
at the Rialto restaurant, dripping with decades of west-
Texas history. 

The final session happened to include our own hill 
country plumber, in his band, Three Hands High. 
By that time I had started to realize that, as much 
as we had enjoyed the whole experience, it had 
been predominantly white performers. I hope that 
in the future such poetry gatherings, considered 
the largest in the West, may include Latino voices, 
which continue to be a large percentage of both 
historical and contemporary “cowboy” work, and of 
African-American voices, which have been a quarter 
of cowboys in West Texas. While Apache Adams, 
Krystin Harris, and Mike Blakely may be unfamiliar 
names in the East, these cow and horse folk of the 
West, performing their songs and their poems, were a 
pleasure it was a privilege to witness. F
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John and Jane Wulsin and Candace and Richard Stern at the Cowboy Poetry Festival in 
Alpine, TX in February 2017

Cowboy Poetry 
Gathering
John Wulsin  jhwulsinjr@gmail.com
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