GREEN MEADOW HIGH SCHOOL TENTH (10TH) GRADE SUMMER READING 2026 “

Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.” — Margaret Fuller

This summer you will be asked to read THREE books in total. See note-taking guidelines
further below.

1. Oneisrequired reading: Twelve Angry Men by Reginald Rose.

a. There will be an essay to write at the start of the year for this book (please see guided notes
below).

You would be wise to purchase Twelve Angry Men in order to annotate and have it for your essay in
September.

2. Youwill choose one additional book from the list below.
a. This book will be discussed in one of the first Social Studies classes of the year.

3. One book can be any (age-appropriate) book of your choosing and does not need to be from
the list

a. A book jacket assignment will be given at the start of the year.

Savor your summer and the summer reading! These lists will also be posted on www.gmws.org
under the “Information For” tab and “Student Resources” and Summer Reading Lists.

SOPHOMORES

(B) = Biography
(F) Fiction

(NF) = Non Fiction

(P) = Play

Lord of the Flies (F) W. Golding

A group of children are stuck on an island, and things go from bad to worse
Becoming (B) M. Obama

Michelle Obama tells the story of her life

Kaffir Boy (B) M. Mathabane

The True story of the difficulty of growing up in apartheid South Africa

Middle Passage (F) Charles Johnson


https://www.gmws.org/student-resources/

Rutherford Calhoun, a previously enslaved man who has gained freedom, sneaks aboard a slave
ship bound for Africa in order to escape a forced marriage

The Great Gatsby (F) F. Scott Fitzgerald

A tragic tale of the dangers of materialism in the roaring ‘20s.

A Room with a View (F) E. M. Forster

A beautiful and frustrating love story that begins on a vacation from England to Italy
Out of Africa (B) I. Dinesen

A Danish plantation owner in colonial Kenya navigates her life and her love affair
The River Between (F) Ngugiwa Thiongo

Tells the story of a love affair between people from rival villages in Kenya who share the same river
for sustenance

Winnie the Pooh (F) A.A. Milne
A children’s story often read by adults, as it is also about human nature and growing up
Fences (P) August Wilson

A play about a difficult relationship and the hardship of being black and poor in the 1950s in
Pittsburg
The Tragedy of Pudd’nhead Wilson (F) Mark Twain

A story about one free and one enslaved child (who look the same) and are switched at birth
Little Women Louisa (F) May Alcott

A story about four sisters and their mother who must navigate their lives in the absence of the father
Typee (F) Herman Melville

Based on Melville’s actual experiences living in Typee among the natives, this is the incredible
adventure story that made him famous

Mutiny on the Amistad (Historical Fiction) H. Jones

Tells the story of a mutiny on the slave ship, Amistad and the trial that follows
Narrative of Sojourner Truth (B) S. Truth

Sojourner tells the story of her harrowing experiences as an enslaved woman
The Lost City of Z (NF) D. Grann

This tells the incredible and dangerous true story of a group of men who look for and find an ancient
lost city deep in the Amazon rainforest and find it!



Killers of the Flower Moon (NF) D. Grann

This tells the story of a series of plots and murders visited upon the wealthy Osage Indians after oil
was discovered on their tribal land.

Instructions for note taking for each of the three books

1. You will be asked to write an essay on Twelve Angry Men. As you read, take notes on the
following

o Justice and/orinjustice
o Conflict and overcoming obstacles

o Moments of transformation in the characters

2. Youwilldiscuss the second book from the list in class. As you read a second book from the
list take notes on themes of

o Agency (actions made out of freedom) or lack of agency
o Character transformation

o How characters respond to events beyond their control

3. Forthe third book you will create a book jacket at the start of the year. This can be any (age-
appropriate) book of your choosing. Take notes on:

o Images that came to mind while reading the book (jot some quick drawings)
o Howyou would summarize the book

o What kind of reviews would the book receive



