GREEN MEADOW HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING 2026
JUNIORS
“My alma mater was books, a good library.... | could spend the rest of my life reading, just satisfying my
curiosity.” — Malcolm X

This summer you will be asked to read THREE books in total.
1) One book is required reading: Black Boy, by Richard Wright
2) You will choose two additional books from this list.
(P)=Play (B)=Biography (NF)=Non-fiction

You would be wise to purchase the books you choose in order to use them in September. Read with attention, as you will
be asked to write about the books you have read. And savor your summer and the reading! These lists will also be posted
on www.gmws.org under Resources/Student Resources/Summer Reading Lists.

All the Pretty Little Horses
C. McCarthy

Biko (B)
D. Woods

Dune
Frank Herbert

Gifts
N. Farah

The Grapes of Wrath
J. Steinbeck

Half a Yellow Sun
Adichie

Heart of Darkness
J. Conrad

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents
J. Alvarez

La Carreta
Bruno Traven

Othello (P)
Shakespeare

Reviving Ophelia (NF)
Mary Pipher

A Room With a View
Forster

Roots
Alex Haley

Siddhartha
H. Hesse

The Sidmouth Letters (short stories)
J. Gardam

The Beautiful Struggle
Ta-Nehisi Coates

The Heartsong of Charging Elk
J. Welch

The Hummingbird’s Daughter
Alberto Urrea

The Secret History
Donna Tartt

The Piano Lesson (P)
August Wilson

Call Me By Your Name  (LGBT+)
Audre Aciman

The Storyteller
Vargas/Llosa

All the Light We Cannot See
A. Doerr

Educated (B)
T. Westover

Giovanni’'s Room  (LGBT+)
James Baldwin

The Color Purple
Alice Walker

The Stranger
Albert Camus



Dear Eleventh Grade,

I look forward to beginning the year with you. Here are your instructions for your summer reading assignments:

1. Black Boy by Richard Wright

When we return to school, we will discuss the book and you will write a thematic essay. As you read, please
identify a theme that is of interest to you and highlight or make note of where you see examples of this theme
throughout the text.

Now answer the following:

How does this theme develop over the course of the book? In other words, how is this theme present at the
beginning of the book and how does it evolve over time? This evolution may occur in many forms—history may
change its course, perspectives of different characters may change, or this theme may evolve based on
differences in location or circumstance.

Please come prepared with your notes plus your response to the question above on the first day of class.

We will work on these assignments in the first week of school:

2. Book #2
Prepare notes on your second book, focusing on a specific symbol. Note examples of where this symbol
appears in the text (focus on the three most important examples), why it is important, and what the symbol
means. We will engage in an in-class book discussion in which we dive into all the symbols we’ve encountered
in our summer reading books.

3. Book #3
Write a creative summary of your third book from the perspective of a single character (or an object). This
exercise should be one double-spaced, typed page, but should not be longer.



