Green Meadow Waldorf School
9th Grade Summer Reading List, 2026

“When I look back, I am so impressed again with the life-giving power of literature. If | were a
young person today, trying to gain a sense of myself in the world, I would do that again by

reading, just as I did when I was young.” — Maya Angelou

“Books are a uniquely portable magic.” — Stephen King

This summer, you will read three books (and hopefully more). The books on this list are either
about the real world or the imagined world. Please pace yourself so as not to run out of time and
have to cram your reading in or skim. For your reading, please keep a journal described below.
This will be due on the first day of school.

LIST OF BOOK CHOICES
MEMOIRS AND INCREDIBLE TRUE STORIES ABOUT THE REAL WORLD

The Glass Castle, by Jeanette Walls, is a memoir recounting Jeanette’s childhood living in a

troubled family that moved from place to place and often failed to provide her with basic needs.
Jeanette grew up, however, to become successful writer.

The Wager, by David Grann, is based on the true story about shipwreck, mutiny, and murder,

or Killers of the Flower Moon a real-life murder mystery about how, in the 1920s, the Osage

Nation in Oklahoma were the richest people per capita in the world when oil was discovered
beneath their land. Then they began to be killed, one by one.

Zlata’s Diary, by Zlata Filipovic, is a diary kept by a young girl living in Sarajevo during from
1991-1993 during the Bosnian war. Her life goes from the normal life of a child to something
unimaginable, yet she maintains courage. This book is reminiscent of The Diary of Anne Frank.

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah tells the true story about a boy born from the outlawed union of a
white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother in South Africa. This is a compelling memoir about
hardship, survival, and adventure.

The Greatest Adventure Stories Ever Told, edited by Lamar Underwood, is a collection of 19
incredible true adventures. This is a thrill-seeker’s delight.

Or read the biography of anyone you admire.



FANTASY AND THE WORLD OF IMAGINATION

A Wizard of Earthsea, by Ursula Le Guin, is the opening novel in the Earthsea series. It tells the
story of Ged, a talented but impulsive young wizard whose pride leads him to release a dark
force into the world. As he journeys across the islands of Earthsea, he must face the

consequences of his actions and learn wisdom, discipline, and also who he really is.

Tress of the Emerald Sea, by Brandon Sanderson, is a fantasy novel about a young woman
named Tress who must recue her friend from an evil sorceress.

Doctor Strange, Fall Sunrise, by Tradd Moore and Heather Moore. This is a graphic novel for

readers with a fine eye for visual detail. Doctor Strange finds himself alone in a strange world,
dazed. He must understand the world, its mysteries and secrets and escape the terrible dangers
there for his own sake and the many lives that are at risk.

YOUR JOURNAL

Make four entries for each book.

Start with writing the title of the book and the name of the author.

Entries 1-3 should be made at the approximate Y4, 4, ¥4 marks in the book.
Date each entry.

For each entry, write no more than a page about what you are noticing in the book. This can be
about the story, a single character, or an idea.

Entry 4 should be completed when you finish the book. In this entry, in no more than a page,
describe what you appreciated about the book as a whole. What stood out? What was surprising?
What did you admire? What thoughts or ideas did you have while reading?

This journal will have a total of 12 entries of no more than one page. It is due on the first day of
English class.

Journals will be provided to students at the end of this school year-



