
GREEN MEADOW HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING 2026 
 

SENIORS 
 

 “You don't have to burn books to destroy a culture. Just get people to stop reading them.”  
Ray Bradbury 

 
You are required to read THREE books total. One is assigned, 

and two of your books must be titles from this list.  
 

Your assigned book is Man’s Search for Meaning, by Viktor Frankl 
 

You would be wise to purchase the books you read in order to use them in September. Read with some 
attention, as you will be asked to speak and write about the books. Savor your summer and the reading! 

These lists will be posted on www.gmws.org in Student Resources. 
 
All the Light We Cannot See    Anthony Doerr 
Americanah                  Chimamanda Adiche 

Anna Karenina    Leo Tolstoy 
Autobiography of an  
  Ex-Colored Man   W. Johnson 
Between the World  

and Me (Bio)   Ta-Nehisi Coates 
If Beale Street Could Talk   James Baldwin 
A Brief History of Time   S. Hawking 
Cat’s Cradle    K. Vonnegut 
China Men                                                     M. H. Kingston 
Cold Mountain    Frazier 
Confessions of Zeno   Italo Svevo 
Crime and Punishment   Dostoyevsky 
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich Solzhenitsyn 
Doctor Zhivago    Pasternak 
Einstein’s Dreams    Alan Lightman 
Encounters with the Arch Druid  John McPhee 
Faust     Goethe, Kaufman  
Flight of the Maidens   J. Gardam 
Gem of the Ocean (Play)   August Wilson 
Grey Is the Color of Hope (Bio)  Ratushinskaya 
Heart of Darkness   J. Conrad 
Heart of a Dog    M. Bulgakov 
Homegoing    Yaa Gyasi 
In the Lake of the Woods   Tim O’Brien 
Love in the time of Cholera  Garcia/Marquez 
Middle Passage    C. Johnson 
On Beauty    Z. Smith 
On the Road    J. Kerouac 
Out of the Silent Planet   C. S. Lewis  
Seed of Sarah    Judith Isaacson 
Silent Spring (NF)    R. Carson 

Small is Beautiful (NF)   Schumacher  
Snow Falling on Cedars   Guterson 
Song of Solomon    Morrison 
Sunlight & Shadow    M. Helprin 
Taras Bulba    Gogol 
The Beautiful Struggle  (Bio)  Ta-Nehisi Coates 
The Cherry Orchard (Play)   Chekhov 
The Eighth Day    Wilder 
The Fixer    B. Malamud 
The Goldfinch    D. Tartt 
The Heart is a Lonely Hunter  McCullers 
The Inheritance of Loss   Kiran Desai 
The Invention of Wings   Sue Monk Kidd 
The Invisible Man    Ralph Ellison 
The Known World   Edward Jones 
The Lacuna    B. Kingsolver 
The Last Cruise    Kate Christensen 
The Master & Margarita   M. Bulgakov 
The Piano Lesson (Play)   August Wilson 
The Twelve Tribes of Hattie  A. Mathis 
The Voyage of the Beagle (NF)  C. Darwin 
Pachinko    M.J. Lee 
Two Trains Running (Play)  August Wilson 
White Teeth    Z. Smith 
Zen and the Art of  
Motorcycle Maintenance (NF)  Pirsig 
Educated (B)    T. Westover 
Sacred Hunger       B. Unsworth 
David and Goliath (NF)   Malcom Gladwell 
The Color Purple    Alice Walker 
The Hours (LGBT+)   M. Cunningham 
Gulliver’s Travels    Jonathan Swift 
Parable of the Sower   Octavia E. Butler 

 

SENIOR SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS  

Your notes on Man’s Search for Meaning by Victor Frankl are due on the first day of English class after the summer. 

When you return, we will discuss the following and write an essay. Please keep track of key quotations in your 

book, highlighting and documenting what themes they relate to in the margins of your book. It is often easiest to 

create a system for yourself, highlight down the margin, instead of each line, and use a letter or symbol to 

represent themes, like a star or S for survival and an X for suffering.  

http://www.gmws.org/


1) List of what Frankl and the other prisoners suffer from. Be mindful that there is physical, psychological, and 

emotional suffering. List the causes of suffering and the kinds of suffering they experience. Try to name each 

accurately. Include what you notice, not just what Frankl reports. Identify key quotes.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

2) What qualities, situations, or habits are detrimental to the survival of the prisoners he knows. Be specific.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

3) Most importantly, what qualities, habits, thoughts, ways of being support Frankl’s survival? Please use what you 
observe as well as what he overtly says. Keep track of quotes.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Personally, in your life, where would his example be applicable? This might be in understanding yourself as well as 

others. If there is a key passage that spoke to you, keep a record of it.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Assignments for the other two books you read:  

Your assignment(s) for the remaining two books will be announced at the beginning of the year. Do make sure that 

you are ready to speak about them in class, however. 


